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OCTOBER MEETING, 1877. 

The stated monthly meeting was held on Thursday, the 
11th instant, after a vacation of four months ; the President, 
Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read and approved. 

The Librarian read his list Of donors to the Library since 
the last meeting. 

The President desired here to call particular attention 
to the gift to the Library b}^ Colonel Perraud, a nephew by 
marriage of our associate member Mr. Nathaniel Thayer, and 
lately a distinguished officer in the naval engineer service of 
France, of a complete series of the French Official Journal 
from January, 1870, to September, 1877, covering a most 
important period of the recent history of France. 

The thanks of the Society were unanimously ordered to be 
returned to Colonel Perraud for this acceptable donation. 

The President also alluded to the new work of Mr. Park- 
man, "- Frontenac,'' of which a copy was on the table, pre- 
sented by the author. 

The Corresponding Secretary read a letter of acceptance 
from Justin Winsor, JEsq., elected a Resident Member. 

The President now spoke of the decease during the sum- 
mer of a Corresponding Member — the Hon. George T. 
Davis, of Portland — as follows : — 

At our November meeting, in 1871, a letter was read from 
the Hon. George T. Davis, who had been one of our asso- 
ciate members for thirteen years, announcing that he had 
become a permanent resident of Portland, in the State of 
Maine, and had thus, according to our rules, ceased to be a 
member of this Society. 

At our monthly meeting in the February following, Mr. 
Davis, having been nominated in January, was elected one 
of our Corresponding Members, and continued such until 
his death in June last. His contributions to our work had 
not been numerous. In April, 1869, he communicated a 
journal of a tour made by his uncle, Samuel Davis, in 1789; 
and in May following, a brief Memoir of another uncle, the 
late excellent Isaac P. Davis, so long our Cabinet-keeper. 
In the following May, he made a longer and very interesting 
communication on the "St. Regis Bell," in which he fur- 
nished abundant reasons for discrediting the old story of the 
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Deerfield church-bell having been carried ofp by the Indians, 
in 1704, to be hung in an Indian church at St. Regis. 

He has left no other trace, I believe, on our records, except 
that of an occasional presence at our meetings. Yet we had 
few more interested, sympathetic, or loyal members, nor 
one whom we should have been more sure to meet whenever 
we assembled, had not his residences, alike in Maine and in 
Massachusetts, been so remote from Boston. And, certainly, 
there was no one whose presence was more heartily welcome 
to us all. 

Mr. Davis was the son of Wendell Davis, Esq., one of the 
sons of that Thomas Davis of Plymouth, who was the father, 
also, of our late President, Judge John Davis, and of our late 
Cabinet-keeper, Isaac P Davis, as well as of Thomas, the old 
Treasurer and Receiver-general of the Commonwealth, of 
William, and of Samuel, the Antiquary. No family has done 
more, if any so much, towards illustrating the history of the 
Plymouth Pilgrims. They seemed always the chosen guar- 
dians of the Rock and its sacred memories, and no one could 
meet them without thinking and talking of the '' Mayflower." 

Mr. George T. Davis, our lamented friend, was born in 
Sandwich, not far from Plymouth, on the 12th of January, 
1810 ; was graduated at Harvard with the distinguished class 
of 1829 ; was admitted to the bar in 1832 ; was a member of 
the Senate of Massachusetts in 1839 and 1840, and a Repre- 
sentative in Congress from the Connecticut River District 
from 1851 to 1853. 

He resided in Greenfield, in the County of Franklin, for the 
greater part of his life, and until, on his second marriage, 
he recently removed to Portland, Maine. The law was his 
chosen profession, and he devoted himself to the practice of 
that profession assiduously and successfully. Now and then 
he made good speeches at political meetings. Now and then 
he delivered good addresses at agricultural or other festivals. 
But he had no particular taste for public efforts or appear- 
ances, except in the line of his profession. 

It is as a great reader, and a singularly agreeable and en- 
tertaining converser, that he will be longest remembered by 
all who had the good fortune to enjoy his friendship. He 
was eminently a wit, in the sense in which that word was 
used in good old Queen Anne's time. He had an eager eye 
for every thing quaint and racy. He had Thackeray's and 
Dickens's works almost by heart, and was well acquainted 
with their authors during their visits to this country. But 
Boswell and Johnson and Goldsmith and Sterne and Swift, 
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and all the great wits and humorists of the olden time, were 
his favorite companions, and all the anecdotes of their lives 
and times were familiar to h m as household words. He 
might have rivalled the Causerie ) of Sainte-Beuve, had he been 
as willing to use his pen as he was his tongue, and he could 
have held his own among the best raconteurs of his own or 
any other land. He was one of those men who leave an im- 
pression, when they die, of how much more they might have 
been, and how much more they might have done. But he 
did enough, and was enough, to be remembered with respect 
and affection by all who knew him; and his death has made 
a gap in many circles, which cannot easily be filled. 

The President then read the following tribute from the 
Hon. George S. Hillard, whose ill-health prevented his 
attendance at the meeting : — 

It is now more than half a century since I first saw^ Mr. 
Davis. It was at Cambridge, in the beginning of my Sopho- 
more year. He had recently entered college as a Freshman. I 
remember my first meeting with him the more distinctly because 
there was something peculiar in his appearance and manner. I 
do not know how to characterize this better than by saying 
that, while it was immature, it was the reverse of boyish. I was 
struck by the delicacy of his person, and the air of refinement 
which marked his face and general aspect. His movements, 
even at that time, were slow and measured. He looked to 
me as if he had never indulged in the rough sports and pas- 
times of an average boy ; and I presume he never had. There 
was nothing to show that the summer suns had scorched him, 
or the winter winds had blown upon him. He had none of 
that fulness of physical life which burns like fire in the veins 
of most boys, and impels them to restless action. But his 
mind showed none of the characteristics of his bodily tempera- 
ment. It was quick, alert, fruitful in allusions, and copious 
in illustrations. He had evidently read much, and thought 
not a little. I saw him frequently during his college life, 
probably as much as is common with students of different 
classes. 

After we left college, our paths in life separated ; and I 
saw him only occasionally, but always with pleasure, and we 
fell naturally into our early relations. He removed to Green- 
field, where he established himself as a lawyer. I believe his 
rank in his profession was more than respectable. That in 
other directions he favorably impressed the community in 
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which he lived is shown by the fact that he was chosen to 
represent them in Congress. But neither his tastes nor his 
temperament qualified him for public life. He was most re- 
markable for those qualities which endear a man to his friends, 
but do not contribute to what is called success in life. His 
stores of miscellaneous knowledge were very great, and were 
under the command of a memory singularly prompt and re- 
tentive. Whatever subject was started, he would enrich it 
with a wealth of allusion and illustration which seemed ex- 
haustless. The charm of his discourse was in its unstudied 
ease : it flowed from his mind as the natural fountain sends 
forth its waters. You could never be in his presence for any 
time without hearing something from him remarkable for its 
quaintness or beauty. His nature was eminently social. Other 
men have a taste for societ}' : he had a genius for it. He was 
seen to best advantage in a small circle of congenial friends. 
Here all the wealth of his mind, all the stores of his memory, 
all that he had gathered from books or the experience of life, 
were freely lavished to give wings and grace to the passing 
hour. They who were privileged to be with him on such 
occasions were conscious not only of enjoying a vivid and 
transient pleasure, but of taking away with them something 
to which the memory delighted to recur in after years. 

Mr. Davis had but a moderate portion of what are deemed 
the prizes of life. Neither wealth, nor power, nor wide ex- 
tended fame fell to his lot ; but, on the other hand, his life 
was not corroded by the sense of the disproportion between 
what he aspired to and what he gained. He was content 
with the lines which had fallen to him. A serene cheerful- 
ness lighted his way to the last. Few men have been hap- 
pier than he ; few men have contributed in larger measure to 
the happiness of his friends. 

The President then called on Dr. O. W. Holmes, who 

said, — 

Many of us have arrived at that period of life when those 
of our contemporaries whom we call by their first names, and 
who call us by ours, are rapidly getting fewer with every 
year. Their places can never be made good by those who 
address us with the usual and less familiar form of speech. 
We become to the newer generations " our respected towns- 
man," and by and by '' our venerable fellow-citizen " ; but the 
sweet intimacies which went hand in hand with the inter- 
change of baptismal names die out, as the evening lamps are 
extinguished, and are never renewed. 
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I have seen less of my classmate, George Davis, since we 
graduated, than of many others of our class. Distance and 
the difference of our pursuits kept us apart ; and so it hap- 
pened that I rarely met him except at our annual class meet- 
ings. But he put so much of himself into every hour of our 
intercourse, his social transparency was so remarkable, his 
talk so free and spontaneous, that he pictures himself far 
more vividly in my memory than many of whom I have seen 
a great deal more. 

I think we shall all agree about his chief* characteristics : a 
mind eminently and incessantly active, curious in learning 
from everybody, from every book, from everything ; a memory 
retentive, and ready to a singular degree ; a wit scintillating 
with electric suddenness at every slight collision ; a delight 
in the play of his own faculties, which betrayed itself on his 
bright, companionable features ; a love of brave and generous 
and lively thought, wherever he found it, not less hearty ; a 
most social nature, which flowered out to the greatest advan- 
tage in cheerful company ; a kind heart ; an easy tempera- 
ment. Others can say more of deeper-lying qualities ; but 
these we all must recognize. 

We who remember him in college with these characteris- 
tics, then almost as well marked as now, should have thought 
that, as he was a great reader and an active thinker, he 
would be a fertile writer. Instead of that, he has left very 
few written records by which he can be remembered. All 
he has done has been to live and to talk and to work. Sir 
James Mackintosh would have been content, as we are told, 
to have it said of him that he " had been talking." ' How 
many wise and witty things George Davis scattered through 
half a century of busy talking, those who come after him will 
never guess ; but it is safe to say that, if they could have the 
best of his conversation in exchange for many books which 
keep their authors' names from oblivion a while, they would 
make a most profitable exchange. It is pleasanter to remem- 
ber him than to read the works of many of his better-known 
contemporaries. After all, to be generally loved and every- 
where welcome during life is perhaps as desirable as to have 
a page or two of extracts in the school-books and half a col- 
umn in a biographical dictionary. There is no circle where 
he is known that will not find its gayety eclipsed ; none who 
has enjoyed his friendship who will not feel a void that no 
other companionship can fill in his affections. 
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Mr. William Amory then said, — 

After listening, Mr. President, to the beautiful letter of Mr. 
Hillard, and the eloquent remarks of those who have preceded 
me on this occasion, I feel of course some diffidence in fol- 
lowing them with the few words, but hastily prepared, which 
I have to offer ; but, sir, though I neither enjoyed the privi- 
lege of being schoolmate or classmate of Mr. Davis, I gladly 
embrace the opportunity, as an intimate friend of his later 
years, to join with those who knew him longer and better in 
a tribute to his memory. 

My acquaintance began long ago, but my intimacy dates 
back only about ten 3'^ears, when he was no longer young : 
still, in those later days all my earlier impressions of his 
charming companionship, of his kind heart and the brilliant 
qualities of his mind as they came to me by report from the 
friends of his youth, have been more than confirmed. I had 
heard much of his wit, which had so often set the table in a 
roar ; of his aesthetic taste, which made him authority in 
works of literature and art ; of his poetic temperament ; of 
his extraordinary memory, so ready, accurate, and retentive ; 
of the variety of his information upon almost every subject ; 
of his kindly disposition, his genial humor, his cordial man- 
ners, his ready wit, and the almost unrivalled charms of his 
conversation ; and, above all, of his marvellous powers as a 
raconteur. 

Such, sir, is only a partial list of the interesting qualities 
attributed to Mr. Davis by common rumor and universal con- 
sent. Seven years since, sir, we were travelling companions 
for two months, with a pleasant party of other friends, jour- 
neying over the Plains, across the Rocky Mountains to San 
Francisco, and amidst the grand and beautiful scenery of 
California. 

With the discomforts and vexations unavoidably incident 
to a journey so long in distance and time as this, travelling 
together is proverbially allowed to be a severe test of the 
temper and other qualities of those who try it ; but Mr. 
Davis, by his patience, disinterestedness, good humor, and fun, 
was throughout the life of the party. For my own part, sir, 
I was with him almost every hour of every day, and found 
that the golden opinions I had heard from his friends rather 
failed to do justice than to exaggerate the attractive qual- 
ities of his character. The incense of over forty years of 
flattery had not spoiled him. He was modest and unassum- 
ing. With the tastes and habits of a man of the world, 
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attrition with the world had neither hardened nor rendered 
him selfish. Courted and caressed in society from his ear- 
liest manhood, his intercourse with the fashionable, convivial, 
official, and professional world had not blunted his sensibili- 
ties nor impaired the delicacy or simplicity of his nature. 

In my time, three men in this community have attained a 
lasting celebrity in the circle in which they moved by their 
sparkling wit and brilliant colloquial powers, fitting them to 
shine at any table, coterie-, or salon in any society of the 
world. 

John Sullivan, handsome, courtly, and gay ; with an inex- 
haustible' fund of delightful anecdotes suitable to every com- 
pany and adapted to every occasion ; with inimitable power 
to mimic the German, the Frenchman, the Irishman, and the 
Yankee ; with a delicious voice tuned to Irish melodies and 
the anacreontics of every nation, — able to sing enchantingly 
a good song in the language of them all, — was the first. 

W. H. Prescott, who never sang a song, or attempted but 
rarely to make a joke, was of a different type and higher 
order. With a constant flow of exuberant spirits, his con- 
versation at home and abroad, sometimes playful, sometimes 
serious, abounding in wisdom and wit, but always simple, 
cheered or instructed according to the subject, riveting always 
the attention and exciting the admiration of every listener. 

The third, Mr. Davis, was in some sort and some degree a 
combination of the other two. Lacking, however, the gayety 
and vivacity, the imitative and musical powers of Mr. Sulli- 
van, he was in some measure his inferior as a raconteur ; 
while, wanting the personal charms, magnetism, and culture 
of Mr. Prescott, he was not quite his equal as a talker : still, 
uniting both accomplishments in the same person, he has 
stood in the opinion of his friends and contemporaries with- 
out a rival in his powers of entertaining companionship for 
the last twenty years. 

The President also submitted the following notice of 
Thomas Donaldson, Esq., of Maryland, a Corresponding 
Member : — 

Thomas Donaldson, Esq., was chosen a Corresponding 
Member of this Society in November, 1849. He was a pupil 
of the ''Round Hill School," at Northampton, and afterwards 
a graduate of Harvard University. He married a grand- 
daughter of Colonel Timothy Pickering, — whose papers we 
possess, and whose Life has just been published, — and was 
thus connected with many well-known Massachusetts fami- 

40 
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lies. But he passed the greater part of his mature life in 
Baltimore, where he was born in 1815, and where he died on 
the 4th inst. 

He was a lawyer by profession, and held a high rank at 
the bar of Maryland. He was an accomplished scholar, also, 
and had a large acquaintance with foreign languages and 
literature. He served his native State with great ability, on 
more than one occasion, in her House of Delegates, and in 
her Constitutional Convention. He adhered steadfastly to 
the Union during the civil war, and rendered valuable aid to 
the cause of his country. He was a man, above all, of the 
strictest integrity and of firm religious principle, and has 
left a precious memory to '' troops of friends," both in Mary- 
land and in Massachusetts. 

The President next noticed the recent decease of M. Thiers, 
an Honorary Member of the Society, speaking as follows : — 

The death of Thiers has not only deprived France of 
her most eminent citizen, but has hardly left a living name in 
either hemisphere associated with a public service so long and 
so conspicuous. 

Born at Marseilles, of the humblest parentage, on the 16th 
of April, 1797, his native energy, untiring industry, and ex- 
traordinary intellectual vigor had carried him on through a 
varied career of political and literary celebrity, until, at his 
death, on the 3d of September last, in the eighty-first year of 
his age, he was the most interesting and most important per- 
son in the land which gave him birth, — *' the central figure, 
certainly, of French politics." 

The details of his public life would fill a volume. They 
belong to his biographer. They will doubtless be brilliantly 
and lovingly sketched, as no one else could sketch them, by 
his accomplished and eloquent contemporary and friend, 
Mignet, if his own life and health be spared,^as we earnestly 
trust they may be, for another of his annual JEloges before the 
Institute of France, of which Thiers had become the senior 
member. 

But nothing less circumscribed than a history of France 
during the period of his mature life would afford room for the 
full development of his many-sided capacity and marvellous 
activity. 

There is a most characteristic story told of his earliest 
literary triumph. While he was a very young man, it seems, 
he had entered into competition for a prize offered by the 
Academy of Aix for the best essay on some historical subject, 
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— a prize like one of our Bowdoin prizes at Harvard Uni- 
versity. The essay of Thiers was found to be the best ; but 
a majority of the judges being Royalists, and holding the 
young Thiers to be little better than a Jacobin, the trial was 
postponed to the following year. Thiers at once resolved to 
outwit them. He sent back his original production, without 
a word of change, for the postponed competition, but prepared 
a second discourse on the same subject, and had it transmitted 
by post from Paris, as if it had come from another hand. The 
result was that the first prize was awarded to his new dis- 
course, and the second prize to his old one. Thiers had won 
them both, to the ridicule of the Academy of Aix, and had 
proved, thus early, that he was not only capable of the first 
best and of the second best, but that he had wit and cunning 
enough to checkmate those who would wrong him, and that 
he was as ready in expedients as he was remarkable in re- 
sources. 

Very soon we find him established in Paris as a Journalist, 
and wielding a pen as prolific as it was powerful. Politics, 
literature, the fine arts, the drama, were the varied subjects 
of articles which were the talk of Paris at the time, and many 
of which were not long afterwards .included among the con- 
tents of permanent volumes. 

And now he betakes himself to serious history ; and be- 
tween 1823 and 1827 ten volumes are to be found bearing 
his name, entitled the History of the French Revolution, 
from 1789 to the 18th Brumaire, — 9th November, 1799. 
But the arbitrary ministry and despotic designs of Polignac in 
1829 arrest his historical studies just as he is embarking on 
a voyage of circumnavigation with a view to prepare him- 
self for writing a more general history. He forthwith unites 
with Mignet and others in founding the ''National," and in 
devoting its columns to the single and avowed purpose of 
overthrowing the Bourbons. It was in these columns that he 
first gave utterance to a memorable mot^ which, with the arti- 
cle in which he developed it, was itself an event, rousing up 
an irrepressible spirit of resistance to the government, — ''Le 
Roi r^gne, et ne gouverne pas." 

On the fall of Charles X., Thiers was at once recognized 
among the founders of the new dynasty, and was nominated 
to the Council of State, as Under-Secretary of the Finances, by 
Louis Philippe. He had already been chosen a member of 
the Chamber of Deputies; and from that date, 1830, his 
career is too much a part of general history to be followed on 
such an occasion as this. He became Minister of the Interior 
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in 1832, on the death of Casimir Perier, and soon afterward 
Minister of Commerce and Public Works. He was President 
of the Council and Minister of Foreign Affairs, for a short 
time, in 1836 ; and again, for several months, in 1840. 

He now resumes his historical labors ; and, as the result of 
them, between 1845 aud 1857, at least seventeen volumes of 
his great work, " L'Histoire du Consulat et de TEmpire," are 
published, in which the genius and exploits of the First Na- 
poleon are portrayed with so much brilliancy and power. 

During the early part of these twelve years, however, great 
changes had occurred in France, of which he had been by no 
means a silent witness. He had been a sturdy opponent of 
Guizot's Ministry, in the Chamber of Deputies, on more than 
one great issue ; and when, in 1848, a new revolution was at 
hand, the last act of Louis Philippe was to summon Thiers to 
the Tuileries, in February, 1848, to form a new ministrj^ with 
Odillon Barrot. But it was too late : the Republic was pro- 
claimed ; and he at once gave in his adhesion to it. Taking 
a place again in the new Chamber of Deputies, he votes for 
the dictatorship of Cavaignac, and afterwards for the Presi- 
dency of Louis Nayjoleon.^ But, in 1851, he was one of the 
victims of the Coup d'Etat^ and was sent to the prison of 
Mazas. From there he was exiled to Frankfort, but soon 
obtained permission to return to Paris, where he lived for 
many years in retirement, devoting himself to the completion 
of his great historical works. 

In 1863, he appears again in the Representative Assembly, 
or Corps L^gislatif, of France, and was heard opposing, in 
unequivocal terms, many of the most noted measures of the 
Emperor, — the Italian War, the Mexican War, and, finally, 
the fatal declaration of war against Prussia. He stood almost 
alone in deprecating and denouncing this last declaration. 
His greatest services to France were rendered on the fall of 
the Second Empire. His mission to all the European courts 
to solicit intervention ; his negotiations with Bismarck for an 
armistice ; his election by twenty-six Departments simulta- 
neously as a member of the National Assembly ; his election 
by that assembly as first President of the Republic ; and his 
liberation of the territory of France from foreign occupation, 
by a wise submission to irreparable events, and a masterly 
provision for the immediate payment of the indemnity im- 
posed by the conqueror, — have impressed his name on the 
historic roll of France, where it can never be overlooked or 
obliterated. 

The rebuilding of his own house at the cost of the nation, 
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after it had been destroyed by the Communists, will take its 
place on the same page with the restoration of the Napoleon 
Column in the Place Vend6me, — the final completion of which 
I witnessed in 1875, — among the most significant and strik- 
ing events of the period in which he lived. 

Failing at last in his favorite policy of consolidating what 
he called a Conservative Republic by legislative enactment, 
he resigned his Presidency, in May, 1873 ; and the office was 
conferred on the gallant Marshal MacMahon. During the 
four years which have since elapsed, he has been regarded as 
the Nestor of the Republican Party, if not of the Republic. 
All its friends have deferred to his counsel, and waited on his 
words. Maintaining resolutely to the last that the Republic 
was the only form of government now possible for his country, 
he has striven to encourage and animate its supporters, and, 
at the same time, to repress and restrain those who might 
be disposed to lead it into extravagant and radical courses. 
'' The Republic must be conservative," he continually de- 
clared, " or it will cease to be " ; and he enjoined on his 
friends to show that "• the Republic is a government of order, 
peace, and liberty." And so, up to the very last hour of his 
life, the friends of the Republic were looking to him — past 
fourscore as he was — to resume the helm, and steer the Ship 
of State, if the pending elections should result, as some of 
them hoped, in rendering it necessary for the Marshal-Presi- 
dent to withdraw before the end of his Septennate. There is 
authority for saying that he himself was dreaming of a near 
triumph, and did not scruple to say to at least one who con- 
versed with him, only a few days befoi'e his death, '' I shall 
die President." But death got the start of him ; and his 
dreams, so far at least as they were personal, died with him. 

It was my good fortune to know M. Thiers personally, in 
Paris, thirty years ago. Even before that time, I may be 
pardoned for remembering that some utterances of mine in 
the House of Representatives of the United States had at- 
tracted his notice, and been the subject of complimentary 
remark in the Chamber of Deputies. The earliest recogni- 
tions of a young man are ever the most gratefully cherished, 
and the last to be forgotten, as one becomes an old man. My 
opportunities of meeting him were, indeed, but rare and at 
long intervals ; and the difference of language — for he could 
not, or certainly would not, speak a word of English — was 
always a serious impediment. But no one could be with him 
for a moment without perceiving the nervous energy, the in- 
tellectual agility, the sparkling wit, and the determined will 
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which animated his little frame, almost giving to a pigmy the 
proportions of a giant. Like Humboldt and the great Napo- 
leon, he allowed himself but a few hours of sleep or rest. 
The wonder was that a nature so electric and intense could 
sleep or rest at all. If his formal speeches were sometimes 
conversational in their form and tone, his conversation, when 
I had the privilege of listening to it, had all the animation 
and eloquence of a formal speech. I cannot forget that I was 
a witness and a delighted hearer of one of his most remark- 
able exhibitions in the Corps Legislatif ; and I have in my 
hand a pamphlet copy of the speech to which I listened, wnth 
one of his latest photographs, kindly sent me by^ himself. It 
was in December, 1867, when, interrupting M. Emile OUivier, 
he exclaimed, " We are here, sometimes Italians, sometimes 
Germans : we are never Frenchmen. Let us be French ! " 
That ejaculation, twice repeated, — " Soyons Fran9ais ! " — 
was uttered with an emotion — I might call it an explosion — 
which cannot be described ; and it produced an impression 
which convulsed the Chamber, and even shook Paris itself to 
its centre. It recalled to me some of those scenes in the 
House of Representatives of the United States at Washington, 
when John Quincy Adams, who had so many elements, physi- 
cal and intellectual, in common with Thiers, turned upon 
some Southern — or it may have been some Northern — assail- 
ant, and carried the House and the country by storm. 

My last interviews with Thiers were but two years ago, 
when I was repeatedly at his temporary residence, the H6tel 
Bagration, and dined with him, in company with his cherished 
friend, our Minister, Mr. Washburne. He had then lately 
received his certificate of membership of our American Acad- 
emy of Arts and Sciences, signed by our Vice-President, Mr. 
Adams, and an invitation to our Bunker Hill Centennial, 
which seemed particularly to gratify him. He had been 
chosen one of the Honorary Members of this Society many 
years before. In the course of conversation, he alluded to 
having read something of Professor Dana's of Yale College, 
asked whether I knew him, and begged me to present to him 
his compliments and respects. His mind had evidently been 
engaged on some of the materialistic theories of modern phil- 
osophy, from which it revolted ; and he used language to me 
very like that which he is reported to have used in his liter- 
ary Will, where he says '* he has thought much about religion 
in his retirement, and has become convinced that it is the basis 
of every organized society. He will die, therefore, believing 
in God, one and eternal, the Creator of all things, whose 
mercy he implores for his soul." 
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In this cursory account of the career of M. Thiers, I have 
attempted no delineation of his character. He has been called 
an adventurer ; a man of expedients, without fixed princi- 
ples ; a man of many inconsistencies, — now for a Monarchy, 
now for an Empire, now for a Republic, — only to be ac- 
counted for by a vaulting ambition, and a selfish seeking of 
opportunity and power for himself. I dare not contest such 
imputations ; but, certainly, I am unwilling to concur with 
them. I leave them all for those who can pronounce upon them 
with authority, from points of view not commanded by those 
at so great a distance. I prefer to think of him, and speak 
of him, as a grand example of a self-made man, who filled up 
the long measure of his protracted life with strenuous labors 
for literature, for history, for the fine arts, and for his country ; 
overcoming the obstacles of humble birth and adverse fortune 
by indomitable courage and perseverance ; yielding neither to 
the blandishments nor to the menaces of kihgs or emperors, 
of conquerors or communes ; and achieving at last his greatest 
glory by inestimable services to his native land. 

One attribute of Thiers will, indeed, never be disputed by 
anybody, — his intense attachment to his own country, his 
ardent and passionate love of France. In that we may all 
recognize a golden thread binding together all his inconsist- 
encies into a grand whole of Patriotism, and giving ample 
justification to at least one part of the enviable inscription 
which was engraved on the plate of his coifin, — " Patriam 

DILEXIT, VERITATEM COLUIT." 

The President presented to the Cabinet a bronze medal of 
George Peabody, executed by Mitchell for the Trustees of 
the Peabody Educational Fund, from the bust by the late 
Hiram Powers in the Society's possession. 

The Hon. Charles F. Adams, chairman of the committee 
on a volume of '* Revolutionary Papers," announced that a 
part of a volume, consisting of letters of Washington, from 
the " Heath Papers," had been printed and was ready for 
delivery. 

Mr. Thomas C. Amory called the attention of the Society 
to a correspondence between Governor Sullivan and Timothy 
Pickering, in 1808, relating to the embargo, with a view of 
correcting some errors in a recent publication relating to this 
subject, speaking as follows : — 

I wish to call the attention of the Society for a moment 
to the embargo correspondence, in 1808, between Governor 
Sullivan and Mr. Pickering. 
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At the time of the Berlin decree, the retaliatory orders in 
council, and the impressment of seamen, endangering our 
ships on the ocean. Congress, to avert possible war, for which 
we were poorly prepared and scantily provided, passed the 
embargo. One of our senators, Mr. Adams, voted for it, the 
other, Mr. Pickering, against it. It broke up our trade, and 
created distress in our seaports ; provoking angry discussion 
and lending additional bitterness to party animosities. In 
February, 1808, Mr. Pickering addressed Governor Sullivan 
a letter, which he requested might be laid before the Legis- 
lature, arraigning the polic}^ of the administration, and accus- 
ing the President of misleading Congress to effect its adoption. 
Perceiving at a glance tJie objectionable purport and language 
of this letter, the governor returned it next day, with a 
note sufficiently courteous, refusing to recognize any constitu- 
tional obligation to be made the organ of communication to 
the Legislature of whatever members of Congress might 
choose through him to address to it. 

Boston, 3d March, 1808. 

Sir, — I yesterday received your letter, consisting of six sheets, 
dated the seventh ultimo. Before I had gone through the first page, I 
was surprised by 3'our novel and extraordinary claim upon me, as 
Governor of the Commonwealth, expressed in these words : " I now 
address it" — meaning your letter — *' to you, sir, as the proper organ 
of communication." Had this l>een a request to have communicated 
your letter to the Legislature of this Commonwealth, as a favor to you, 
I should have continued to read until, from its contents, I became satis- 
fied whether I ought or ought not to grant it ; but, finding it to be a 
new and unexpected claim upon my official duty, I folded the letter 
instantly, to reflect upon its principles. I have not unfolded it since, 
and now return it by mail. 

You will recollect that the Senate and House of Representatives of 
this Commonwealth are visible organic bodies ; that the former has a 
president, and the latter a speaker ; that both have clerks. You will 
also recollect that there is a secretary chosen by the two houses, and 
that whatever is proper to be communicated to them by you may be 
communicated through one or other of these officers ; but that the 
Governor of the Commonwealth is obliged, ex officio^ to communicate 
as Governor, to the Legislatui-e, whatever a member of Congress shall 
please to address to him for that purpose, cannot be submitted to hy 
me, until I find it to be made my duty by the Constitution of the Com- 
monwealth. You seem to found your claim on your being a senator of 
this State. I can discern no distinction in this respect between mem- 
bers of the Senate and members of the House. All are representatives 
of the State, and all must have equal claims. 

I am, sir, your very humble servant, 

James Sullivan. 
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Mr. Pickering, anticipating such would be the fate of his 
letter, sent a duplicate to Mr. Cabot for publication ; and, 
before the reply reached him, it was in print, and with a 
preface dated the 9th, copies of it in circulation the day pre- 
vious. 

Upon receiving back his letter, Mr. Pickering addressed 
another to the governor, in terms uncalled for by any ex- 
pression in that which accompanied the return of his first. 
This should perhaps have ended the correspondence. But 
such was not the temper of the times ; and, in his reply of 
the 18th, the governor used tlie expression in reference to 
the original communication, " that it was printed, he found, 
before he received it by mail." There had been no time for 
Mr. Cabot to consult with Mr. Pickering as to printing the 
document. It was in circulation a week from the 2d of the 
month when it reached Boston, and before the answer could 
be known. The governor may have had other reasons for his 
conclusion. But, if resting upon inference from what has been 
stated, its affirmative expression, addressed to one who knew 
when the letter actually went to press, and without any intent, 
motive, or possibiUty of deception, can sustain no charge of 
untruthfulness, as he simply said what he believed, and had no 
reason to doubt. No copy of his letter was preserved, though 
its substance was printed in the '' Chronicle " of April 22d, 
from recollection and minutes. Five weeks later, Mr. Pick- 
ering published the original in full, with comments at great 
length, in reply. 

Except indirect allusion to the proposed separation of the 
Northern from the Southern States, made by Mr. Pickering 
to his intimate correspondents in 1804, now known by this 
recent publication, and which proposition, from the refer- 
ence to Burr and Miranda in the letter, had obviously come 
to the knowledge of the leaders of both political parties, 
there was some warmth. of expression, but little to offend. It 
afforded the senator an opportunity to relate many historical 
instances of value in his public career. He intimates that 
his letter was read through when received. This was simply 
his own conjecture. It was opened the night before it was 
sent back, and was over twenty pages in length. There is no 
evidence, but the statement of Governor Sullivan, whether 
he read it through or not. He said he did not. Its perusal 
could not have been a pleasure, for its abuse of the President, 
his party, and their measures, — evident at a glance of its 
contents, — was repugnant to his sense of propriety, and the 
moment inopportune, as the State elections were approach- 

41 
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ing, and parties in the State nearly equally divided. He was 
scrupulously truthful and honorable in word and deed, and 
the probabilities in this instance strongly in his favor, it is 
fair to conclude he read the manuscript, only as he states, and 
the remainder when in print. The recent publication of a 
private letter of Mr. Pickering to Mr. Cabot, of the same date 
as that printed in 1808, repeating the charge generally, with- 
out specifying of what it consisted, or on what evidence it 
rested, seems to demand the present statement to prevent 
misapprehension. Such charges should not be allowed to 
create prejudice without explanation. 

Great as we may lament the loss of historical material in 
the destruction by leaders in times of historical interest of 
private correspondence, we cannot but honor their motives. 
Much is said in moments of temper, in friendly confidence, 
which ought not be preserved. If such correspondence 
escapes destruction, intentionally or through inadvertence, 
it should be used for publication with some regard to the 
memory of the dead, and the reasonable sensitiveness of the 
living. It is peculiarly aggravating that charges involving 
character should be spread abroad where no coirection can 
follow them ; but, if they escape the private repositories where 
they belong, it is well that they should be published, when 
they can be refuted, if unjust. We are passing away ; but 
whoever is interested in the memory of the founders and offi- 
cers of this Society may well look to its records for evidence 
that such an imputation did not pass without denial or refu- 
tation. 

We cannot over-estimate the obligation of thorough and 
exact investigation of whatever relates to the history of the 
past. But there still exists a natural reluctance to revive 
controversies which in our earlier days of freedom were pecu- 
liarly acrimonious. In my account of this embargo corre- 
spondence in m}^ Life of Governor Sullivan, I studiously 
avoided what would annoy. I had access only to what was 
then in print, in papers and pamphlets of the day. My ap- 
plication to the representatives of Mr. Cabot for copies of 
what related to my subject was not attended with success ; 
that to those of Mr. Pickering, but in part. Satisfied that the 
course pursued by Governor Sullivan was right, and what 
it should have been, I made all allowance for what appeared 
harsh or unreasonable in others. The biography now pub- 
lished serves not only to explain the allusion to Burr in this 
correspondence, but much of the groundless jealousy later 
about the Hartford Convention, and moreover, in some 
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measure, the correspondence between the representatives of 
the Federalist leaders and Mr. Adams, as also, possibly, the 
pretended revelations of Henry, for which President Madi- 
son paid a price so far exceeding their value. But that jeal- 
ousy existed, and was warranted, does not necessarily involve 
reproach. If any of the advanced Federalists in 1804 felt 
the course of administration oppressive, prejudicial to the 
public interest, dangerous to liberty, and separation was agi- 
tated in private correspondence as a remedy in that spirit of 
1776 which established our independence, we all recognize 
the right of revolution, on just grounds of discontent, where 
there is fair chance of success and the parties choose to brave 
the consequences. 

Self-preservation is the paramount obligation of all govern- 
ments. Their zealous supporters may brand their assailants 
as traitors ; but the brightest names in history are often the 
successful rebels. If the Federalists were actuated by patriotic 
motives in their opposition to the Jefferson administration, 
they were, no doubt, loyal to their convictions. But the 
country, in 1808, was drifting into a war where the protec- 
tion of its allies might have proved more prejudicial to liberty 
and independence than the aggressions of its foes ; and the 
embargo which John Quincy Adams and Lord Brougham 
ably defended, or other measures tending to avert hostilities, 
can hardly now be condemned. At that period, both belli- 
gerents, in the pride of their power, were domineering and 
unscrupulous, and the country divided equally between those 
who hated and dreaded one of them or both: even such 
strength as we had was not to be relied upon to repel aggres- 
sion from disunion among ourselves. 

Washington's administration could hardly be called Feder- 
alist or Republican. Party lines became later defined. The 
Federalists reluctantly relinquished their hold on power and 
place, and regarded Republican ascendency as usurpation. 
They were very bitter in denouncing their opponents, who 
retaliated ; and party animosities grew venomous. For a 
Federalist to propose to break up the Union, even by State 
action, was counted by Republicans as obnoxious to almost 
equal censure as the overt acts and ineffective efforts of Aaron 
Burr. Such designs, if known to have been entertained but 
for a moment by one as influential as Mr. Pickering, would 
be naturally remembered to his prejudice, when assuming a 
hostile and aggressive position towards the Republicans. It 
never was, of course, intend-ed to accuse him of complicity 
with Burr, but to remind him that his having been willing to 
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break up the Union weakened his claim to control the na- 
tional politics. Without this reference to facts not generally 
familiar, the allusion to Burr might be misunderstood. 

Mr. Deaiste read the following letter from Captain A. M. 
Harrison, of the United States Coast Survey, residing in Ply- 
mouth, Mass., giving the history of a portrait bearing the 
name of "M. Standish," supposed to be that of the old Ply- 
mouth captain, Myles Standish, which had been on exhibition 
at the Society's rooms during the summer; Mr. Harrison 
being desirous of obtaining the opinion of experts on the 
picture : — 

Plymouth, Mass., Sept. 10, 1877. 

Dear Sir, — My brother-in-law, Mr. Sever, informed me that you 
wish to know where I obtained the picture of Myles Standish. I 
was under the impression that I wrote all the facts to Mr. Hale, who 
deposited the picture forme in the Historical Society rooms ; but it 
seems, that I did not. 

The story as to the manner in which the picture came into my 
possession is briefly this : On my return from Washington, early in 
April last, on passing a picture store on School Street, in Boston, nearly 
opposite the City Hall, I glanced in the window, and, among a num- 
ber of very inferior pictures offered for sale, I saw the one in question, 
in a shabby and comparatively modern frame. In the corner was a 
slip of writing-paper marked, " Portrait of Captain Standish, aged 38." 
I was attracted by the evident age of the painting, and out of curiosity 
went into the store, with no intention whatever of purchasing it. A 
yoimg man was in attendance. I asked him what Captain Standish it 
was a portrait of. He said he did not know, and was evidently igno- 
rant that such a person as the Puritan commander had ever existed. 

At my request, he took the picture out of the window-case and 
allowed me to examine it, which I did carefully. The only letters 
visible were those in the left-hand corner, "^tatis Suse 38," and 
underneath the date, "A? 1625." I asked the attendant where he 
obtained it. He said a gentleman named Gilbert had put it there 
on sale, and that this same gentleman had also brought some other 
valuable old paintings, which had been sold. I then told the man, 
after ascertaining its price, that, if it were an authentic portrait of 
Captain Myles Standish, it was invaluable; but that, if it could not 
be authenticated, it was merely interesting as an old painting of fair 
merit, and that I would take the pictuie at his price, provided he 
would obtain and send to me at Plymouth an autograph certificate 
from Mr. Gilbert, stating how it had come to him, and, if the cer- 
tificate were tolerably satisfactory, I would remit the value of the 
picture. 

At the time, I saw enough of it to satisfy me that it was an 
old painting, and, as the price was not large, I determined to take 
it, if there was a plausible reason to suppose that it might be a portrait 
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of the old soldier ; and it occurred to me at once that if I could ascer- 
tain that it was Myles Standish who was meant for Captain Standish, 
and that it was painted about the era of his prime, it was probably 
genuine, for the reason that there could he no object in fraud, as no 
money was to be made out of the deceit^ for pictures almost invariably 
bring high prices on account of the name of the artist, and not of the 
subject ; and, furthermore, at the time of the painting Mjles Standish 
had not gained so famous a name as he has now ; and even now, 
outside of the Old Colony, and a portion of Massachusetts, there is 
scarcely any one who knows, as we do, that no portrait of him has 
ever been discovered. 

As of historic value merely, I doubt if the picture would bring even 
a nominal amount outside of our own borders, unless from some person 
of Massachusetts birth or Puritan descent, aud well informed in the 
annals of the Old Colony. 

I did not and do not intend to sell the picture : my present inten- 
tion is to keep it in my family for my children, who are of " Mayflower " 
descent, although, if my investigations, which are but just begun, are 
entirely satisfactory, I may, at some future day, present it to some 
society who will appreciate its value. 

About a week after reaching home, I received the following certifi- 
cate from the owner ; — 

" Boston, April 23, 1877. 

" This certifies that this portrait of Myles Standish was purchased 
for such, at Germantown, Philadelphia, shortly before the war of 1812, 
of a branch of the Chew family, by Roger Gilbert, who was born at 
Portsmouth, Virginia, and lived in Philadelphia at the time. He was 
also in the war of 1812. 

" James Gilbert, Grand-nephew." 

I sent for the picture, and on removing the frame found the name 
" M. Standish" underneath, in the right-hand upper corner. 

As a matter of age, I had it examined by an accomplished expert 
in wood, who gave me a certificate to the effect that the panel or board 
itself must be 200 years old, and may be 300. 

A gentleman well versed in painting thinks the artist was Cornelius 
Janssen, who was of Flemish parents, born in London, and died in 
Flanders ; and who painted almost exclusively on wood. I think he 
was born about 1590, and was in his prime when Standish visited 
London as commissioner in 1625. 

I am in correspondence with the Chew family, which with its 
branches is a very large one, and into which a wealthy English gen- 
tleman (Mr. Nicklin) married. He is said to have been very fond of 
art, and to have brought many valuable pictures, historical and other- 
wise, from England. His daughter was the wife of Vice-President 
George M. Dallas, and his wife was a daughter of Chief Justice Chew 
of Pennsylvania, I believe. 

My object in sending the picture to the Historical Society was to 
obtain the opinion of cultivated gentlemen interested in such matters. 
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I have already received several interesting letters, with the pros and 
cons, I intend also, in due time, to submit it to the two best experts 
on old paintings in the country, one in New York and one in Provi- 
dence. 

I am very glad to receive any criticism adverse or otherwise from 
any intelligent source, as I wish, of course, to get at the truth. If the 
balance of probabilities is against its authenticity, I want to know it. 
So far, the reverse seems to me to be the case. 

Yours respectfully, 

A. M. Harrison. 

The Hon. George Bancroft submitted — through Mr. 
Frothingham — a manuscript copy of a record of a conver- 
sation between Governor Hutchinson and his Majesty George 
in., which took place on the first da}^ of July, 1774, on Hutch- 
inson's arrival in England after being superseded by General 
Gage. The conversation was copied from the original diary 
of Governor Hutchinson by Francis R. Rives, Esq., Secretary 
of Legation, and is now printed for the first time : — 

Extracts from the Journal of Thomas Hutchinson, Governor of 
Massachusetts. 

1st July, 111 A. Received a card from Lord Dartmouth, desiring to 
see me at his house, before one o'clock. I went soon after twelve; and, 
after near an hour's conversation, his lordship proposed introducing me 
immediately to the King. I was not dressed as expecting to go to 
court : but liis lordship observing that the King would not be at St. 
J;imes again until Wednesday, I thought it best to go, but waited so 
long for his lordship to dress that the levee was over ; but his lord- 
ship going in to the King, I was admitted, contrary (as Lord Pomfret 
observed to me), to custom, to kiss his Majesty's hand in his closet. 
After which, as near as 1 can recollect, the following conversation 
passed : — 

King. How do you do, Mr. Hutchinson, after your voyage? 

Hutchinson. Much reduced, sir, by sea-sickness ; and unht, upon that 
account, as well as my New England dress, to appear before your 
I\Iajesty. 

{Lord Dartmouth observed : Mr. Hutchinson apologized to me for 
his dress ; but I thought it very well, as he is just come ashore. To 
which the King assented.) 

King. How did you leave your government? and how did the 
people receive the news of the late measures in Parliament? 

Hutchinson. When I left Boston, we had no news of any act of 
Pailiament, except the one for shutting up the port, which was ex- 
tremely alarming to the people. 

{Lord Dartmouth said : Mr. Hutchinson came from Boston the day 
that act was to take place, — the first of June. I hear the people of 
Virginia have refused to comply with the request to shut up their 
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ports from the people of Boston ; and Mr. Hutchinson seems to be of 
opinion that no colony will comply with that request.) 

King, Do you believe, Mr. Hutchinson, that the account from Vir- 
ginia is true ? 

Hutchinson. I have no other reason to doubt it, except that the 
authority for it seems to be only a newspaper, and it is very common 
for articles to be inserted in newspapers without any foundation. I 
have no doubt that, when the people of Rhode Island received the like 
request, they gave this answer: that if Boston would stop all the vessels 
they then had in port, which they were hurrying away before the act 
commenced, the people of Rhode Island would then consider of the 
proposal. 

The King smiled. 

Lord Dartmouth, Mr. Hutchinson, may it please your Majesty, has 
shown me a newspaper with an address from a great number of mer- 
chants ; another from the Episcopal clergy ; another from the lawyers, 
— all expressing their sense of his conduct in the most favorable terms. 
Lord Dartmouth thereupon took the paper out of his pocket, and 
showed it. 

King. I do not see how it could be otherwise. I am sure his con- 
duct has been universally approved of here by people of all parties. 

Hutchinson. I am very happy in your Majesty's favorable opinion 
of my administration. 

King. I am entirely satisfied with it. I am well acquainted with 
the difficulties you have encountered, and with the abuse and injury 
offered you. Nothing could be more cruel than the treatment you met 
with in betraying your private letters. (The King turning to Lord 
Dartmouth,) My Lord, I remember nothing in them to which the least 
exception could be taken. 

Lord Dartmouth, That appears, sir, from the report of the com- 
mittee of Council, and from your Majesty's order thereon. 

Hutchinson, The correspondence, sir, was not of my seeking. It 
was a mere matter of friendly amusement ; chiefly a narrative of occur- 
rences, in relations of which I avoided personalities as much as I 
could, and endeavored to treat persons, when they could not be avoided, 
with tenderness, as much as if my letters were intended to be exposed, 
whereas I had no reason to suppose they ever would be exposed. 

King. Could you ever find, Mr. Hutchinson, how those letters came 
to New England ? 

Hutchinson. Doctor Franklin, may it please your Majesty, has made 
a public declaration that he sent them, and the speaker has acknowl- 
edged to me that he received them. I do not remember that he said 
directly from Doctor Franklin ; but it was understood between us that 
they came from him. I had heard before, that they came either direct 
from him, or that he had sent them through another channel ; and that 
they were to be communicated to six persons only, and then to be 
returned, without suffering any copies to be taken. I sent for the 
speaker, and let him know what I had heard, which came from one of 
the six to a friend, and so to me. The speaker said they were sent to 
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him, and that he was at first restrained from showing them to any 
more than six persons. 

King. Did he tell you who were the persons? 

Hatchinson. Yes, sir : there was Mr. Bowdoin, Mr. Pitts, Doctor 
"Winthrop, Doctor Chauncy, Doctor Cooper, and himself. They are not 
all the same which had been mentioned before. The two Mr. Adams's 
had been named to me in the room of Mr. Pitts and Doctor Winthrop. 

King. Mr. Bowdoin I have heard of. 

Lord Dartmouth, I think he is father-in-law to Mr. Temple. 

King, Who is Mr. Pitts ? 

Hutchinson, He is one of the Council ; married Mr. Bowdoin's sister. 

King. I have heard of Dr. Chauncy and Dr. Cooper; but who is 
Dr. Winthrop ? 

Hutchinson, He is not a doctor of divinity, sir, but of law ; a pro- 
fessor of mathematics and natural philosophy at the college ; and last 
year was chose of the Council. 

King, I have heard of one Mr. Adams ; but who is the other ? 

Hutchinson. He is a lawyer, sir. 

King, Brother to the other ? 

Hutchinson. No, sir ; a relation. He has been of the House ; but is 
not now. He was elected by the two Houses to be of the Council, 
but negatived. The speaker further acquainted me that after the first 
letter, he received another allowing him to show the letters to the 
Committee of Correspondence ; and afterwards a third, which allowed 
him to show them to such persons as he could confide in, but always 
enjoined to send them back without taking copies. I asked him how 
he could be guilty of such a breach of trust as to suffer them to be 
made public. He excused it by saying that he was against their being 
brought before the House, but was overruled ; and, when they had been 
read there, the people abroad compelled their publication, or would not 
be satisfied without it. Much more passed, with which I will not 
trouble your Majesty ; but after the use had been made of the letters 
which is so well known, they were all returned. 

King (turning to Lord Dartmouth). This is strange! Where 
is Doctor Franklin, my Lord? 

Lord Dartmouth. I believe, sir, he is in town. He was going to 
America ; but I fancy he is not gone. 

King. I heard he was going to Switzerland, or to some part of the 
Continent. 

Lord Dartmouth, I think, sir, there has been such a report. 

King. In such abuse, Mr. Hutchinson, as you have met with. I 
suppose there must have been personal malevolence as well as party rage. 

Hutchinson. It has been my good fortune, sir, to escape any charge 
against me in my private chaiacter. The attacks have been upon my 
public conduct, and for such things as my duty to your Majesty re- 
quired me to do, and which you have been pleased to approve of. I 
don't know that any of my enemies have complained of a personal 
injury. 

King. I see they threatened to pitch and feather you. 
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Hutchinson. Tar and feather, may it please your Majesty ; but I 
don't remember that ever I was threatened with it. 

Lord Dartmouth, Oh, yes ! when Malcolm was tarred and feath- 
ered, the committee for tarring and feathering blamed the people for 
doing it ; that being a punishment reserved for a higher person, and 
we supposed you was intended. 

Hutchinson. I remember something of that sort, which was only to 
make diversion ; there being no such committee, or none known by that 
name. 

King. What guard had you, Mr. Hutchinson? 

Hutchinson. I depended, sir, on the protection of Heaven. I had 
no other guard. I was not conscious of having done any thing of 
which they could justly complain, or make a pretence for offering vio- 
lence to my person. I was not sure, but I hoped they only meant to 
intimidate. By discovering that I was afraid, I should encourage 
them to go on. By taking measures for my security, I should expose 
myself to calumny, and be censured as designing to render them odious 
for what they never intended to do. I was, therefore, obliged to 
appear to disregard all the menaces in the newspapers, and also private 
intimations from my friends, who frequently advised me to take care 
of myself. 

King. I think you generally live in the country, Mr. Hutchinson ; 
what distance are you from town ? 

Hutchinson. I have lived in the country, sir, in the summer for 
twenty years ; but, except the winter after my house in town was 
pulled down, I have never lived in the country in winter, until the last. 
My house is seven or eight miles from the town, — a pleasant situation; 
and most gentlemen from abroad say it has the finest prospect from it, 
they ever saw, except when great improvements have been made by 
art to help the natural view. The longest way, the road is generally 
equal to the turnpike roads here ; the other way, rather rough. 

King. Pray what does Hancock do now ? How will the late affair 
affect him ? 

Hutchinson. I don't know to what particular affair your Majesty 
refers. 

King. Oh ! a late affair in the city, — his bills being refused, 
(Turning to Lord Dartmouth) who is that in the city, my Lord ? 

Lord Dartmouth not recollecting. 

Hutchinson. I have heard, sir, that Mr. Haley, a merchant in the 
city, is Mr. Hancock's principal correspondent. 

King. Ay, that's the name. 

Hutchinson. I heard, may it please your Majesty, before I came 
from New England, that some small sums were returned, but none of 
consequence. 

King. Oh, no! I mean within this month, — large sums. 

Lord Dartmouth. I have heard such rumors, but don't know the 
certainty. 

Hutchinson. Mr. Hancock, sir, had a very large fortune left him by 
his uncle ; and I believe his political engagements have taken off his 

42 
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attention from his private affairs. He was sensible, not long ago, of 
the damage it was to him ; and told me he was determined to quit all 
public business, but soon altered his mind. 

King, Then there's Mr. Gushing, — I remember his name a long 
time. Is not he a great man qi the party? 

Hutchinson. He has been many years speaker ; but a speaker, sir, 
is not always the person of the greatest influence. A Mr. Adams is 
rather considered as the opposer of government, and a sort of Wilkes 
in New England. 

King. What gave him his importance? 

Hutchinson. A great pretended zeal for liberty, and a most inflex- 
ible natural temper. He was the first that publicly asserted the inde- 
pendency of the colonies upon the kingdom, or the supreme authority 
of it. 

King. I have heard, Mr. Hutchinson, that your ministers preach 
that, for the sake of promoting liberty or the public good, any immorali- 
ties or less evil may be tolerated. 

Hutchinson. 1 don't know, sir, that such doctrine has ever been 
preached from the pulpit ; but I have no doubt it has been publicly 
asserted by some of the heads of the party, who call themselves sober 
men, that the good of the public is above all other considerations, and 
that truth may be dispensed with, and immorality is excusable, when 
this great good can be obtained by such means. 

King. That's a strange doctrine, indeed. Pray, Mr. Hutchinson, 
what is your opinion of the effect from the new regulation of the Coun- 
cil ? Will it be agreeable to the people, and will the new-appointed 
councillors take the trust upon them ? 

Hutchinson. I have not, may it please your Majesty, been able to 
inform myself who they are. I came to town late last evening, and 
have seen nobody. I think much will depend upon the choice that 
has been made. 

King, Inquiry was made, and pains taken that the most suitable 
persons should be appointed. 

Hutchinson. The body of the people are dissenters from the Church 
of England, — what are called Congregationists. If the Council shall 
have been generally selected from the Episcopalians, it will make the 
change more disagreeable. 

King. Why, are they not Presbyterians ? 

Hutchinson. There are a very few churches which call themselves 
Presbyterians, and form themselves voluntarily into a Presbytery, 
without any aid from the civil government, which the Presbyterian 
Church of Scotland enjoys. 

Lord Dartmouth. The dissenters in England, at this day, are scarce 
any of them Presbyterians ; but, like those in New England, Congrega- 
tionists, or rather Independents. 

King. Pray what were your ancestors, Mr. Hutchinson? 
Hutchinson. In general, sir, dissenters. 

King. Where do you attend ? 

Hutchinson. With both, sir. Sometimes at your Majesty's chapel ; 
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but more generally at a Congregational church, which has a very- 
worthy minister, a friend to government, who constantly prays for 
your Majesty and all in authority under you. 

King, What is his name? 

Hutchinson, Dr. Pemberton. 

King. I have heard of Dr. Pemberton, that he is a very good man. 
Who is minister at the chapel? 

Hutchinson. The rector is Dr. Caner, a very worthy man, also, who 
frequently inculcates upon his hearers due subjection to government, 
and condemns the violent, riotous opposition to it ; and, besides the 
prayers in the Liturgy, generally in a short prayer before sermon ex- 
pressly prays for your Majesty, and for the chief ruler in the Province. 

King. Why, do not the Episcopal ministers in general do the same ? 

Hutchinson. In general, sir, they use no other prayer before ser- 
mon than a short collect out of the Liturgy. 

King. No. (Turning to Lord Dartmouth.) It is not so here, my 
Lord? 

Lord Dartmouth. I believe it is, sir. In your Majesty's chapel they 
always use such a prayer. It is a form adapted. 

King. I think you must be mistaken. 

Lord Dartmouth. No, sir ; this prayer used to be printed formerly, 
but of late it has not been printed with the service. In general, the 
ministers use a collect, as Mr. Hutchinson says. Sometimes the col- 
lect in the communion service : '' Prevent us, O Lord," &c. ; but, I 
think, oftener the collect for the second Sunday in Advent. 

Hutchinson. My education, sir, was with the dissenters. I con- 
ceive there is no material difference between reading a prayer out of a 
book, and saying it memoriter without book. 

Lord Dartmouth. I think, sir, it is not very material. The prayers 
of the dissenters are in substance very much the same with those in 
the service of the Church. 

King. I see no material difference if the prayers be equally good ; 
but will not that depend upon the minister? But, pray, Mr. Hutchin- 
son, why do your ministers generally join with the people in their 
opposition to government? 

Hutchinson. They are, sir, dependent upon the people. They are 
elected by the people ; and, when they are dissatisfied with them, they 
seldom leave till they get rid of them. 

King. That must be very dangerous. If the people oblige them to 
concur with them in their erroneous f)rinciples on government, they 
may do it in religion also, and this must have a most fatal tendency. 

Hutchinson. There is one check, sir, upon the people. Unless a 
minister be dismissed by a council of churches, the Province law makes 
provision for the recovery of the salary ; but we have no instance 
where a minister, for any length of time, has brought suits for the 
recovery of his salary, after the people refuse to hear him. They 
generally weary him, and sooner or later they get clear of him. 

Lord Dartmouth. That's a considerable tie, however. 

King. Pray, Mr. Hutchinson, does population greatly increase in 
your Province ? 
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Hutchinson, Very rapidly, sir. I used to think that Dr. Franklin, 
who has taken much pains in his calculations, carried it too far, when 
he supposed the inhabitants of America, from their natural increase, 
doubled their number in twenty -five years ; but I rather think now 
that he did not, and I believe it will appear, from the last returns I 
made to the Secretary of State, that the Massachusetts has increased 
in that proportion ; and the increase is supposed, including the importa- 
tion of foreigners, to be upon the whole greater in most of the Southern 
Colonies than in the Massachusetts. We import no settlers from Eu- 
rope so as to make any sensible increase. 

King. Why do not foreigners come to your Province as well as to 
the Southern governments ? 

Hutchinson, I take it, sir, that our long cold winters discourage 
them. Before they ciati bring the land to such a state as to be able in 
summer to provide for their support in winter, what little substance 
they can bring with them is expended, and many of them have greatly 
suffered. The Southern Colonies are more temperate. 

King, What is the reason you raise no wheat in your province ? 

Hutchinson. In most places, especially near the sea, it blasts. 

King. To what cause is that owing ? 

Hutchinson, It has been observed that, where the grain* is so for- 
ward as to be out of the milk the beginning of July, it seldom blasts ; 
and that, about the 8th or 10th of that month, the weather becomes 
exceeding hot, and what ai-e called the honey-dews of the night are 
fixed upon the grain by the scalding sun, in a hot morning ; and, if the 
grain be then in the milk, it shrivels up, and the straw becomes musty 
and black. This is a pretty general opinion of the cause. 

King. To what produce is your climate best adapted ? 

Hutchinson. To grazing, sir : your Majesty has not a finer colony 
for grass in all your dominions ; and nothing is more profitable in 
America than pasture, because labor is very dear. 

King. Then you import all your bread corn from the other colonies? 

Hutchinson. No, sir ; scarce any, except for the use of the maritime 
towns. In the country towns, the people raise grain enough for their 
own expending, and sometimes for exportation. They live upon 
coarser bread made of rye and corn mixed ; and, by long use, they learn 
to piefer this to flour or wheat bread. 

King. What's corn ? 

Hutchinson. Indian corn, or, as it is called in authors, maize. 

King. Ay, — I know it.' Does that make good bread ? 

Hntchinson. Not by itself, sir ; the bread will soon be dry and 
husky ; but the rye keeps it moist, and some of our country people pre- 
fer a bushel of rj^e to a bushel of wheat, if the price should be the same. 

King. That's very strange. 

Lord Dartmouth. In many parts of Scotland, sir, rye is much 
esteemed as making good and wholesome bread. 

The King inquired very particularly into many other parts of the 
produce of the country, and the natural history of it; to which I gave 
the bf^st answers I was capable of. 
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King. New York, I think, come the next to Boston in their oppo- 
sition to government? 

Hatchinson, Does your Majesty think nearer than Pennsylvania ? 

Kmg, Why, I can't say that they do, of late. Rhode Island, Mr. 
Hutchinson, is a strange form of government. 

Hutchinson. They approach, sir, the nearest to a democracy of any 
of your colonies. Once a year all power returns to the people, and 
all their officers are new elected. By this means the governor has no 
judgment of his own, and must comply with every popular prejudice. 

King. Who is their Governor now ? 

Hutchinson. His name, sir, is Wanton ; a gentleman, who, I have 
reason to think, wishes to see government maintained as much as any 
they could find in the colonies. 

King. How is it with Connecticut ; are they much better ? 

Hutchinson. The constitutions, sir, are much the same ; but Con- 
necticut are a more cautious people, strive to make as little noise as 
may be, and have in general retained a good share of that virtue 
which is peculiarly necessary in such a form of government. 

More was said upon the state of these and some of the other colo- 
nies. There being something of a pause about this time, I turned to 
Lord Dartmouth and asked. Does your Lordship remember when you 
had the first account of the Lieutenant-Governor's death, and whether 
it was before the letters which I wrote by Governor Try on ? 

Lord Dartmouth. Oh, yes ! I had a letter from you several weeks 
before that, giving an account of it. 

Hutchinson, There was a vessel sailed for Lisbon, the day after he 
died ; and I gave a letter to the master in charge, to put it on board 
the first vessel for London, but was doubtful of the conveyance. 

King. We never could find out which way that letter came. Is 
the present Lieutenant-Governor a relation to the late Mr. Oliver ? 

Hutchinson. No, sir ; not of the same family. I have no connection 
with him, nor did I even let him know that I had mentioned him as 
one of tlie persons I thought might be proper for a Lieutenant-Governor. 

King. The Chief Justice, 1 think, is brother to the late Lieutenant- 
Governor ? 

Hutchinson. Yes, sir. 

King. We had thought of him ; but as he was not one of those you 
had named, the present gentleman upon inquiry appeared, under all 
circumstances, the most proper. 

Hutchinson. I had some particular inducements not to mention the 
Chief Justice. He is related to me, and his appointment would have 
increased the envy against both of us. 

King. How is he related to you ? 

Hutchinson. One of his sons, sir, married one of my daughters. I 
was, besides, uncertain whether the salary would be continued ; and, if 
it should be, his salary as Chief Justice exceeded it, except in case of 
my absence ; and then the expense of living, and the additional trouble 
from his post I considered, as more than an equivalent. I considered, 
further, that the controversy in which he had been engaged as Chief 
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Justice would render the administration peculiarly difficult just at that 
time ; and I supposed, it would immediately devolve upon him by my 
absence, having then no expectation of being superseded. 

I never took more pains to divest myself of all personal views than 
in mentioning proper persons for this place. I should have been more 
anxious, if I had not thought it not improbable that some person might 
be appointed and sent from England. 

King. What number of Indians had you in your government ? 

Hutchinson. They are almost extinct. Perhaps there are fifty or 
sixty families at most, upon the Eastern frontier, where there is a small 
fort maintained ; though I conceive the inhabitants would not be in the 
least danger. It looks, sir, as if, in a few years, the Indians would be 
extinct in all parts of the continent. 

King. To what is that owing? 

Hutchinson. I have thought, sir, in part to their being dispirited at 
their low, despicable condition among the Europeans, who have taken 
possession of their country, and treat them as an inferior race of beings ; 
but more to the immoderate use of spirituous liquors. There are near 
one hundred families, perhaps more, of Indians, who are domiciliated and 
live, some in other towns, but most of them at a place called Mashpee, 
where they have a church, and a missionary to preach to them, and 
also an Indian minister, who has been ordained, and preaches some- 
times in their own language. 

King. What, — an Episcopal minister? 

Hutchinson. No, sir ; of the Congregational persuasion or form of 
worship. 

The King was particular in many other inquiries relative to my 
administration, to the state of the Province and the other colonies. 

I have minuted what remained the clearest upon my mind, and as 
near the order in which they passed as I am able. 

He asked also what part of my family I brought with me, — and 
what I left behind ; and at length advised me to keep house a few 
days for the recovery of my health, and then withdrew. I was near 
two hours in the R. Closet. Lord Dartmouth feared I was tired, so 
long standing — I observed: so gracious a reception made me insen- 
sible of it. 

Copied from the original, by Mr. Rives. Signed, " Edward 
Everett," London, 1 Feb., 1843. Transcribed, Feb. 28, 1863, by 
Richard Frothingham. 

Mr. Frothingham also communicated, for the purpose of 
publication, a manuscript diary of Thomas Newell, of Boston, 
kept during the years 1773 and 1774, which contains many 
notes of interest. It belonged to a lady in Charlestown. A 
transcript, made under the inspection of the late Edward 
Everett, was presented by him to the Society, Nov. 21, 1850. 
The Society had already printed the diary of Timothy Newell, 
an uncle of Thomas, recording events during the years 1775 
and 1776. The diary of Thomas Newell here follows : — 
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DIARY FOR 1773 TO THE END OF 1774, 
OF MR. THOMAS NEWELL, BOSTON * 



D.M. 


Wind. 


1. 


S.W. 


2. 


s.w. 


3. 


N.E. 


4. 


N. 


5. 


W. 


6. 


w. 


7. 


N.W. 


8. 


W. 


9. 


W. 


10. 


N.W. 


11. 


N.W, 


12. 


W. 


-13. 


N.W. 


14. 


N. 


15. 


N.W. 


16. 


N. 


17. 


W. 


18. 


w. 


19. 


w. 


20. 


s.w. 


21. 


N.E. 


22. 


w. 


23. 


s.w. 


24. 


s.w. 


25. 


w. 


26. 


s.w. 


27.' 


w. 


28. 


E. 


29. 


W. 


30 


N W. 


31. 


N.E. 



January hegiiis on Friday, hath 31 days, 1773. 

Friday. This year begins, and hitherto the weather has 
been remarkably moderate and pleasant. 

Saturday, very moderate ; pleasant, 

Sunday, rain. 

Monday, cloudy ; moderate. 

Tuesday, fair ; pleasant. 

Wednesday, fair ; do. 

Rain at 2 o'clock. Night, fire broke out at Calef tan -yard, 
consumed several houses. 

Friday, very pleasant. 

Saturday, fair ; pleasant, 

Sunday, flight snow, half inch. Captain Jarvis, from Lon- 
don. 

Monday, fair ; pleasant. 

Tuesday, a.m. flight snow; p.m. fair; pleasant. 

Wednesday, fair ; cold. 

Thursday, snow, four inch. 

Friday, fair. 

Saturday, fair ; pleasant. 

Sunday, very cold. 

Monday, very cold. 

Tuesday, very cold. 

Wednesday, weather more moderate. 

Thursday, snow ; p.m. fair, n. 

Friday, fair ; pleasant. 

Saturday, fair ; pleasant. 

Sunday, snow. 

Monday, fair ; very pleasant. 

Tuesday, moderate ; cloudy. 

Wednesday, moderate ; very pleasant. 

Thursday, snow and rain. 

Friday, fair ; windy ; cold. 

Saturday, cold ; windy. 

Sunday, cloudy. 



* " The passages marked with inverted commas and underlined are written 
in cypher in the orighial." -— Note of Mr. Everett in the copy of the diary, which 
we use in printing, comparing the proof with the original. The writer of the 
diary was illiterate, and we have corrected his spelling and punctuation. — Eds. 
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February begins on Monday, hath 28 days, 

Monday, fair ; pleasant. 

Tuesday, very cold ; the coldest this year. Tho. Jackson 

daugh. Sal died, M. 19. 
Wednesday, cold ; p.m. snow. 
Thursday, rain. 
Friday, cloudy. 

Saturday, fair ; cool ; pleasant. 
Sunday, rain. 

Monday, fair ; very cold ; high wind. 
Tuesday, cloudy ; fttbderate. 
Wednesday, fair ; very pleasant. 
Thursday, cold ; fair. Captain Welchman, thirteen weeks 

out London. 
Friday, pleasant. 
Saturday, fair ; cold. 
Sunday, fair ; cold. 
Monday, fair. 
Tuesday, fair ; pleasant. 
Wednesday, fair ; do. 
Thursday, fair; do. [Thomas] Williston, sexton, died, 

M. 63. 
Friday, fair ; do. William Burrett appointed waiter by 

the Selectmen, in Williston's room, 22d this month. 
Saturday, fair ; cold. 
Sunday, extreme cold ; high wind. At 2 o'clock this 

morning, a fire broke out in Mr. B Sumner's inn. Shop 

consumed ; his and father's house, Mr. Coolidge's, &c. 
22. w. Monday, fair; very cold. (21st, 10 degrees colder than 

these forty years ) 
Tuesday, fair ; very cold. 

Wednesday, very cold. Captain Stephen Hall died, m, 80. 
Thursday, fair ; moderate. 
Friday, moderate ; very pleasant. 
Saturday, rain. 
Sunday, fair ; very pleasant. 

March begins on Monday, hath 31 days. 

Monrlay, snow ; p.m. fair, pleasant. 

Tuesday, fair ; pleasant. 

Wednesday, fair ; moderate. 

Thursday, snow. 

Friday, fair ; cool. Massacre Oration performed by Dr. 

B. Church. (Very fine.) 
Saturday, fair ; pleasant. 
Sunday, rain. 

Monday, fair ; pleasant. General town meeting. 
Tuesday, fair ; do. 
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D.M. Wind. 

10. N.K. Wednesday, cloudy. 

11. w. Thursday, fair ; pleasant. 

12. N.w. Friday, fair; cold. 

13. w. Saturday, fair ; do. 

14. N. Sunday, fair ; cold 

15. N.w. Monday, cold and clear. 

1 6. w. Tuesday, fair ; moderate. 

17. s.w. Wednesday. Lieut.-Governor Oliver's lady died, M, 5^, 

18. w. Thursday, fair; pleasant, but windy. 

19. w. Friday, fair ; do. 

20. s.w. Saturday. 

21. N.E. Sunday, cloudy ; raw, cold. 

22. N.E. Monday, stormy ; snow. 

23. w. Tuesday, fair ; very pleasant. 

24. w. Wednesday, do. 

2^. N.E. Thursday, cold storm ; rain. 

26. N. Friday, part foul. 

27. N.w. Saturday, fair ; cold, windy. 

25. N.w. Sunday, do., do. 

29. N.w. Monday, fair; pleasant. 

30. w. Tuesday, warm ; do. 

31. w. Wednesday, warm ; pleasant weather. 

April begins on Thursday, hath 30 days, 

1. N.E. Thursday, warm showers. 

2. N.E. Friday, rain and sleet. 

3. N.E. Saturday, cloudy. 

4. E. Sunday, pleasant ; fair. p.m. fire broke out in Back Street. 

Consumed Sandeman's meeting-house, Edwards's shop, 
Kittell's barn, &c. 

5. E. Monday, fair ; moderate. 

6. E. Tuesday, do. 

7. s.w. Wednesday, very pleasant. 

8. s.w. Thursday, do. Captain Dobel died sudden. 

9. s.w. Friday, cloudy. Captain Andrews died very sudden. 

10. s.w. Saturday, fair ; warm. 

11. E. Sunday, rain. Captain Calef and Cartwright, five weeks 

from London. 

12. w. Monday, fair; pleasant. Captain Callahan [and] Coffin 

from do. 

13. E. Tuesday, p.m. large ox drove through the town, with 

flag on its head; p.m. killed, weight 2,500 lbs.; sold at 
M. and 8^^. per lb., lawful money. 

14. E. Wednesday, fair. 

15. E. Thursday, rain. Public Fast. 

16. N.E. Friday, cloudy. 

17. N.E. Saturday, cloudy. 

18. N.E. Sunday, cloudy. 

19. N.E. Monday, cloudy. 
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Tuesday, foggy a.m. ; fair sunshine after many days cloudy. 

Wednesday, fair ; pleasant. 

Thursday, fair ; do. 

Fri(iay, fair ; e. p.m. 

Saturday, rain. 

Sunday, rain. 

Monday, drizzly, p.m. Captain Coulson, twenty-nine days 

from Bristol. 
Tuesday, fair. Mrs. Warren died. 
Wednesday, rain. Captains Acworth and White from 

London. 
Thursday, cloudy. 
Friday, cloudy. 

May begins on Saturday^ hath 31 days. 

1. N.w. Saturday, fair; pleasant, after great deal of easterly 
weather. 

Sunday, pleasant. 

Monday, fair ; pleasant. 

Tuesday, fine ; warm. 

Wednesday, fine ; do. Town meeting. 

Thursday, fair ; pleasant. 

Friday, fair ; pleasant. Governor Hutchinson, General 
Brattle, Colonel Hancock, Major Hawley, set off for 
Hartford to meet commissioners to settle the line be- 
tween New York and this Province. 

Saturday, cloudy. 

Sunday, warm. 

Monday, do. 

Tuesday, do. 

Wednesday, do. 

Thursday, warm, dry weather. 

Friday, plentiful rain ; very seasonable. 

Saturday, rain ; p.m. fair ; pleasant. 

Sunday, fair ; pleasant ; windy. 

Monday, cloudy. 

Tuesday, fair ; pleasant. Captain Scott sailed for Lon- 
don. 

Wednesday, fair. Rev. Mr. How ordained over N. So. 
Church, p.m. 

Thursday, rain ; fine season. 

Friday, fair ; very pleasant. 

Saturday, pleasant. 

Sunday, pleasant. 

Monday. Mrs. Tuck died, je. 68. 

Tuesday, fair. 

Wednesday, cloudy ; p.m. pleasant. General election. 
Selectmen of the town refused dining with the Gov- 
ernor, &c., by reason the commissioners dined with him. 
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D. M. Wind. 

Hallowell hissed at and drew his sword, and Hutton, 
dirt threw at him, &c. 

27. w, Thursday, fair ; pleasant. 

28. w, Friday, fair ; do. 

29. N.w. Saturday. King's store-ship burnt in this harbor. The 

inhabitants greatly surprised, fearing there was a great 
quantity of gunpowder on board. Thousands retired to 
the back part of the town, and over to Charlestown, 
&c. ; but no powder happened to be on board. 

30. s.w. Sunday, fair and pleasant. 

31. s.w. Monday, fair ; do. 

June begins on Tuesday^ hath 30 days, 

1. s.w. Tuesday, fair ; pleasant; p.m., e. showery. J. Royall ob., 
[se] 91. 

Wednesday, cloudy. 

Thursday, fair ; pleasant. 

Friday, fair ; warm. King's birthday ; general training ; 
the grandest appearance ever known in these parts. 

Saturday, fair ; p.m. showery. 

Sunday, fair ; pleasant. Captains Jenkins, Coffin, and 
Hall from London. 

Monday, fair. 

Tuesday, do. 

Wednesday, fair and pleasant. 

Thursday, great rain a.m. ; fair ; pleasant. 

Friday, rain. Uncle went out of town. 

Saturday, fair; pleasant; cool. 

Sunday, do. 

Monday, do. 

Tuesday, fair. 

Wednesday, fair. Governor Hutchinson and Oliver's let- 
ters published. 

Thursday, warm. 

Friday, hot weather ; p.m. thunder squall, and rain the 
last night. 

Saturday, fair ; hot. 

Sunday, hot. 

Monday, hot ; pleasant. Uncle and aunt set for Cape Ann, 
with Mr. Payne, Smith, &c. 

Tuesday, pleasant ; cool. 

Wednesday, dull. 

Thursday, pleasant. 

Friday, cloudy. 

Saturday, hot. Uncle and aunt arrived home. 

Sunday, pleasant. 

Monday, pleasant. 

Tuesday, very hot ; p.m. thunder. 

Wednesday, cool and pleasant. 



2. 


E. 


3. 


S.W. 


4. 


s.w. 


5. 


s.w. 


6. 


w. 


7. 


s.w. 


8. 


w. 


9. 


s.w. 


10. 


s.w. 


11. 


N.E. 


12. 


S.W. 


13. 


S.W. 


14. 


N.W. 


15. 


N.E. 


16. 


S.W. 


17. 


S.W. 


18. 


s.w. 


19. 


s.w. 


20. 


s.w. 


21. 


w. 


22. 


s.w. 


23. 


E. 


24. 


s.w. 


25. 


E. 


26. 


•S.W. 


27. 


E. 


28. 


S.W. 


29. 


W. 


30. 


N.W. 



D.M. 


Wind. 


1. 


E. 


2. 


E. 


3. 


S.W. 


4. 


S.W. 


5. 


s.w. 


6. 


S.W. 


7. 


s.w. 


8. 


s.w. 


9. 


s.w. 


10. 


s.w. 


11. 


s.w. 


12. 


N.W. 


13. 


E. 


14. 


S.W. 


15. 


n.p:. 


16. 


N.W. 


17. 


N.W. 



340 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [OcT. 

July begins on Thursday, hath 31 days, 

Thursday, fair; pleasant. Major Paddock's son drowned 
at Cambridge River. 

Friday, fair ; do. 

Saturday, fair. 

Sunday, hot, dry weather. 

Monday, hot. 

Tuesday, hot ; . do. 

Wednesday, very hot. 

Thursday, very hot and dry. 

Friday, very hot. 

Saturday, very hot ; p.m. thunder shower, very seasonable. 

Sunday, hot. 

Monday, hot. 

Tuesday, fair and pleasant. 

Wednesday, warm ; p.m. thunder-shower. 

Thursday, cloudy. 

Friday, fair ; very pleasant. 

Saturday, fair ; do. " Went to Commencement!^ This for 
21. 

18. E. Sunday, pleasant. Farewell sermon of our church ; leav- 
ing old brick, after worshipping with them from 17 May, 
1772, while our new house was building, which was 14 
months. 

Monday, fair; pleasant. 

Tuesday, cloudy ; hot ; rain. 

Wednesday, fair ; pleasant. 

Thursday, fair ; do. 

Friday, do. do. 

Saturday, merciful rain. 

Sunday, fair; pleasant. This day dedication of the new 
meeting-house in Brattle Street, by the Rev. Doct. 
Samuel Cooper. 

Monday, fair and pleasant. 

Tuesday, pleasant. 

Wednesday, cloudy. This day came on before the Special 
Court of Admiralty the trial of Ansell Nickerson, for 
the supposed murder of four persons, two of them his 
brothers-in-law, one cousin. 

Thursday, cloudy ; rain. 

Friday, hot, dull weather. 

Saturday, pleasant. 

August begins on Sunday^ hath 31 days, 

1. W. Sunday, hot, dry weather. Mr. Storer resigned his 

office as deacon of the new meeting-house in Brattle 
Str.eet. 

2. N.E. Monday, cloudy ; misty. 
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Tuesday, cloudy. Uncle set off alone for Newport, at 11 
o'clock. 

Wednesday, fair and pleasant. 

Thursday, cloudy ; p.m. rain. 

Friday, cloudy and showery. Uncle arrived home from 
Newport. Sunset this day, ended the trial of Ansell 
Nickerson for the most surprising event which has hap- 
pened in this and perhaps any other age of the world. 

Saturday, cloudy and showery. 

Sunday, fair ; pleasant. AVent to Dr. Cooper's meeting ; 
young Mr. Isaac Smith preached. 

Monday, fair. 

Tuesday, rain ; p.m. fair weather. 

Wednesday, fair ; seasonable. Mr. Moses Gill married to 
R. Boylston. 

Thursday, pleasant ; fair. 

Friday, pleasant. Uncle, with the rest of the Selectmen 
of Boston, visited Deer Island. 

Saturday, plentiful rain ; warm. Captain Loyde, seven 
weeks from London. 

Sunday, fair ; pleasant. 

Monday, pleasant. 

Tuesday. Uncle went out of town in company with Mr. 
Smith and Payne. 

Wednesday, fair. 

Thursday, fair ; pleasant. 

Friday, fair ; do. 

Saturday, fair ; do. Mr. Surcomb died. 

Sunday. ^' I staid at homeT Fair, pleasant. 

Monday, fair ; pleasant ; p.m. cloudy. 

Tuesday, showery. 

Wednesday, pleasant. 

Thursday, pleasant. 

Friday, rain. 

Saturday, fine, fair ; serene, pleasant weather. Mrs. Green 
died, ^.36- 

Sunday, fine weather. 

Monday, fine ; fair. 

Tuesday, fair. 

September begins on Wednesday, hath 30 days, 

1. s.w. Wednesday. My dear mother died twenty minutes before 

4 o'clock P.M. A loving, tender mother to her children, 
beloved by all her friends and acquaintances ; M. 46 
years. Dr. Cooper preached the Dudlean Lecture at 
Cambridge. 

2. S.w. Thursday, fair ; pleasant ; warm. 

3. w. Friday, pleasant. My dear mother buried; very long, 

handsome pi'on [procession ?]. 

4. S.E. Saturday, merciful rain, after dry season. 
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Sunday, fair ; pleasant. 

Monday, fair. News of Rev. Mr. Tuck's death, m. 72. 

Tuesday, fair. 

Wednesday, dull. 

Thursday, refreshing shower, p.m. 

Friday, cloudy. 

Saturday, very warm. 

Sunday, rain. 

Monday, showery. 

Tuesday. Uncle and aunt, with Mrs. Payne, and Jona- 
than Amoi-y and wife, set off for Marshfield. 

Wednesday, fair ; pleasant. General training. 

Thursday, mist. 

Friday, raw ; cold, easterly like weather. 

Saturday, pleasant. 

Sunday, pleasant. Went to Dr. Cooper's meeting ; young 
Mr. Isaac Smith preached. 

Monday. Uncle and the company arrived home sunset 
from Marshfield. 

Tuesday, fair. This day I was 24 years of age. 

Wednesday, fair. General training for the last time this 
year. 

Thursday, very hot for time of year. 

Friday, hot ; p.m. wind n.e. ; remarkable cold change of 
weather. Uncle unwell. 

25. w.s.vr. Saturday, raw ; cold. 

26. w.s.w. Sunday, fair. 

27. N.w. Monday, warm. 

28. s.w. Tuesday, very hot. 

29. N.E. Wednesday, refreshing rain after very hot, dry weather. 

30. E. Thursday, very raw ; cold. Captain Smith, seven weeks 

from London. " Willard Gihbsfree" 

October begins on Friday, hath 31 days. 

Friday, pleasant ; p.m., n.e. raw, cold. 

Saturday, rain. 

Sunday, cloudy, p.m. went to Dr. Cooper's ; he preached. 

Monday, pleasant. Uncle came to shop, after several 
days' illness. Fair, 

Tuesday, fair ; very clear, cool weather. 

Wednesday, cloudy. 

Thursday, cloudy ; raw ; cold. P.M. Mr. John Williams 
died, M, 26 years. 

Friday, cloudy ; raw ; cool. 

Saturday, cold. 

Sunday, pleasant. " Staid at home this day upon account 
of my dear Hannah being unwell with a breaking out on 
her hands and legs.'^ Last Saturday, toward evening, 
a duel was fought on Noddle's Island, with pistols, be- 
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tween Captain Maltby, of the Glasgow man-of-war, and 
Mr. Finney, late lieutenant of the Marines, on board of 
the same ship, when the latter received a ball through his 
neck (not mortal), — not fair play, as they say, — by the 
captain. 

Monday, fair. 

Tuesday, fair. 

Wednesday, p.m. fine rain. 

Thursday, pleasant. 

Friday, fair ; warm. 

Saturday, pleasant. 

Sunday, line ; pleasant day. Went to Dr. Eliot's meeting ; 
he preached to Levi Ames ; very fine sermon : p.m. 
went to Dr. Cooper's ; Rev. Mr. Hunt preached. 

Monday, raw ; cold ; cloudy. 

Tuesday, rained. 

Wednesday, fine ; fair, serene day. 

Thursday, fine; clear day. This day was executed at 
Boston Levi Ames, for burglary, aged twenty-one years, 
who was born in Groton, in New England, of a credible 
family. 

Friday, very fine, clear weather for the time of year. 

Saturday, remarkably warm for the season. William 
Cazeau's wife died. 

Sunday, rained hard. I staid at home. 

Monday, cloudy. Caddeck trained ; p.m. rain ; old Mr. 
Ridgway ob. 

Tuesday, rain. Captain Scott, eight weeks from London. 
(Mr. Denney, owner.) 

Wednesday, rain ; p.m. fair, pleasant, w. 

Thursday, cloudy. This evening was at Mr. Flagg's con- 
cert in Faneuil Hall. " For the first time my uncle gave 
me a ticket. ^^ 

Friday, fine, fair weather. 

Saturday, fine ; clear. 

Sunday. Stayed at home. Fair ; pleasant ; p.m. cloudy. 

November begins on Monday^ hath 30 days, 

Monday, cloudy. 

Tuesday, cloudy. A number of printed hand [bills] were 
pasted up at the corner of most of the streets in town, 
desiring all the sons of freedom to meet at the Tree of 
Liberty, on Wednesday, — signed " O. C." 

3. N.w. Wednesday, pleasant. Town's sons of freedom mustered 

at Liberty Tree, waited on the consignees of tea to 
resign ; they would not. 

4. s. Thursday, cloudy. 

5. s.E. Friday. Town meeting concerning what to do with con- 

signees of tea. At said meeting, a committee was chosen 
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to wait on consignees. Their answer was such that the 
town voted that it was daringly affrontive to the town. 

Saturday, pleasant. 

Sunday, cloudy. *' 1 staid at horned 

Monday, cloudy. 

Tuesday, rain. 

Wednesday, rain ; p.m. fair. 

Thursday, pleasant ; clear weather. 

Friday, clear weather. Workmen began to set another 
row of elms in the common. 

Saturday, cold this morning ; the first ice this year. 

Sunday, this morning snow, half inch ; pleasant day. 
Stay at home. 

Monday, cloudy by times, and pleasant do. 

Tuesday, cloudy. Captain Scott, six weeks from London. 

Wednesday, pleasant ; very warm. This evening a num- 
ber of persons assembled before Richard Clarke's, Esq., 
one of the consignees of tea ; they broke the windows, and 
did other damage. (I was at fire meeting this evening.) 
18. N.E. Thursday, cold. Town meeting. A committee was ap- 
pointed to acquaint the tea commissioners it was the 
desire of the town that they would now give a final 
answer to their request ; viz., whether they would resign 
their appointment. Upon which, they sent into the 
town the following letter, viz.: — 

Sir, — In answer to the message we have this day re- 
ceived from the town, we beg leave to say that we have 
not yet received any orders from the East India Com- 
pany respecting the expected teas ; but we are now 
further acquainted that our friends in England have 
entered into penal engngements in our behalf, merely of 
a commercial nature, which puts it out of our power to 
comply wnth the request of the town. We are, sir. 
Your most humble servants, 

Richard Clarke & Sons. 

Bknj^. Faneuil, J*"., for self and 

Joshua Winslow, Esq. 

Elisha Hutchinson, for my brother and self. 
Hon. John Hancock, Esq., Moderator of town meet- 
ing, assembled at Faneuil Hall. 

The answer was voted not satisfactory, and the meeting 
was immediately dissolved. At noon was launched, at 
Tyler's yard, a vessel across tiie street. Very fine 
launching ; a great number of people to see it. 

Friday, raw ; cold. 

Saturday, cloudy and pleasant. 

Sunday, raw ; cold. 

Monday, pleasant. 
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Tuesday, very pleasant and warm for the season. 

Wednesday, cloudy. 

Thursday, raw ; cold. This day was observed as a day of 

public Thanksgiving. 
Friday, clear and cold. 
Saturday, cloudy; p.m. rained. Selectmen set this evening 

with consignees of tea. 

28. N.E. Sunday, pleasant. Captain Hall, from London in eight 

weeks ; brought 114 chests of the so-much-detested East 
India Company's tea. The Selectmen set this day. p.m. 
went to Cooper's meeting ; he preached. 

29. w. Monday, fine, clear weather. This morning the following 

notification was posted up in all parts of the town, viz. : 

"Friends, Brethren, Countrymen, — That worst of plagues, 
the detested tea, shipped for this port by the East India 
Company, is now arrived in this harbor. The hour of 
destruction or manly opposition to the machinations of 
tyranny stares you in the face. Every friend to his 
country, to himself, and posterity, is now called upon to 
meet at Faneuil Hall, at nine o'clock this day (at which 
time the bells will ring), to make a united and success- 
ful resistance to this last, worst, and destructive measure 
of administration." 

People accordingly meet at Faneuil Hall, and voted that 
the tea now arrived in Captain Hall shall be returned to 
the place from whence it came, at all events. The hall 
could not contain all the people. (They immediately 
adjourned to the Old South meeting-house.) They 
voted to adjourn to the O. South. It was voted that 
a watch be appointed to consist of twenty-five men. 
Captain Proctor was appointed to be captain of the 
watch for this night (of the twenty-five men appointed), 
then the meeting was adjourned to the next morning, at 
nine o'clock. 

30. s.w. Tuesday, pleasant. This morning the people met accord- 

ing to adjournment. The governor sent a proclama- 
tion, commanding all people there assembled forthwith 
to disperse, and to surcease all further unlawful pro- 
ceedings at their utmost peril. After it was read by 
the sheriff, there was immediately a loud and very gen- 
eral hiss. A motion was then made, and the question 
put whether the assembly would dispei'se according to 
the governor's requirement. It passed in the negative. 
At night, the meeting was dissolved. 

December begins on Wednesday, hath 31 days, 

1. 8. Wednesday, pleasant ; at night rain. 

2. E. Thursday, cloudy ; p.m. rain. Captain Bruce, eight weeks 
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from London, with 116 chests of that detestable tea. 

This evening ''was at St. Andrew's Lodge^ I was chosen 

Junior Deacon of said Lodge '^ 
8. N.E. Friday, rain. This evening I was one of the watch on 

board of Captain Bruce (with twenty-four more), that 

has tea for the Clarkes & Co. 
4. N.w. Saturday, fine, clear ; windy. Captain Coulson, from 

Bristol. 
Sunday, pleasant. 
Monday, dull ; p.m. rain. 
Tuesday, pleasant. Ob. Brother Jenkins. 
Wednesday, very fine ; summer-like weather. 
Thursday, cloudy. 
Friday, rained. Confined with cold. Mrs. Judith Johonnot 

ob., M. 27 ; daughter of Dr. Cooper. 
Saturday, pleasant. 
Sunday, pleasant. 
Monday, cloudy. Eliz. Inches ob., m, 20 ; very amib. 

young lady. 

14. s.E. Tuesday, cloudy. This morning the following hand-bills 

were posted up, viz. : — 

" Friends, Brethren, Countrymen, — The perfidious art of 
your restless enemies to render ineffectual the late reso- 
lutions of the body of the people demand your assem- 
bling at the Old South meeting-house, precisely at two 
o'clock, at which time the bells will ring." 

(My uncle at council at Dorchester, turned out their min- 
ister, Bowman.) The sons of freedom accordingly 
meet at Old South. Adjourned till Thursday. 

15. s.E. Wednesday, cloudy. 

16. E. Thursday, rain. Town and country sons mustered accord- 

ing to adjournment. The people ordered Mr. Rotch, 
owner of Captain Hall's ship, to make a demand for a 
clearance of Mr. Harrison, the collector of the custom- 
house (and he was refused a clearance for his ship). 
The body desired Mr. Rotch to protest against the 
custom-house, and apply to the governor for his pass for 
the castle. He applied accordingly, and the governor 
refused to give him one. The people, finding all their 
efforts to preserve the East India Company's tea, at 
night dissolved the meeting. But behold what followed 
the same evening: a number of brave men (some say 
Indians), in less than three hours emptied eYery chest 
of tea on board the three ships, commanded by Captains 
Hall, Bruce, and Cofiiin (amounting to 342 chests), into 
the sea. 

17. N.E. Friday, rain. 

18. N.E. Saturday, cloudy ; p.m. rain. 
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19. N. Sunday, snowed ; p.m. very fine snow. 

20. N.w. Monday, clear and cold, after many days' rain and dull 

weather. Coldest this season. 

21. N.E. Tuesday, cloudy. 

22. E. Wednesday, cloudy. At fire meeting (at Brother Cool- 

idge's). Brother Dean desired to leave the company on 
account of the great distance from town. 

23. N.E. Thursday, cloudy. 

24. N. Friday, cloudy. 

25. s.s.E. Saturday, Christmas ; remarkably warm and pleasant, 

very much like spring ; p.m. cloudy ; evening, rain ; 
wind very high in the night. 

26. N.E.&s.E. Sunday, wind very high ; flying clouds. 

27. N.E. Monday, cloudy; this evening snowed. 

2S. N. Tuesday, snowed very hard all day. " M^ dear Hannah 
very unwell ; out of her head most of this evening^ 
Last evening Mr. Paul Revere returned here from New 
York. (The news of the destruction of the tea here 
gave great satisfaction to all the friends to liberty.) At 
York, Governor Tryon has engaged to send the tea 
back to the place from whence it came. (Upon this 
news, all the bells in town were rung this morning.) 

29. N.w. Wednesday, clear and pleasant. 

30. s.w. Thursday, very pleasant ; p.m. cloudy. 

31. s. Friday, cloudy. At noon I went over to Charlestown to 

see the tea burnt there. The Charlestown sons treated 
the Boston people very gentley [genteelly?]. (Punch 
and wine at their own expense — of Charlestown.) 
End of this year, 1773. 

DIARY FOR 1774. 

January begins on Saturday^ hath 31 days, 

1. s.w. Saturday, warm ; rain. Last evening a number of persons 

went over to Dorchester, and brought from thence part 
of a chest of tea (that a man there had taken up at the 
time the Indians destroyed the tea, the 16th of Decem- 
ber, 1773), and burnt it in our common the same 
evening. 

2. s.w. Sunday, very pleasant and warm. " Yesterday being New 

Tear's Day^ my father gave me a new shirt, for which 1 
was greatly obliged to him^ 

3. s.w. Monday, pleasant. 

4. s. Tuesday, very pleasant. This evening entered to Mr. 

M'Calpen to learn the back sword. 

5. N.E. Wednesday, cloudy ; p.m. snowed hard. Bought two 

barrels of cider at 5. 10. 0. a barrel. 

6. E. Thursday, cloudy. News from York of Governor Tryon's 

house being burnt, &c. 
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7. N.K. Friday, rain very hard most of the day ; very sloppy walk- 

ing. 

8. w. Saturday, very clear and pleasant. This day I began to 

make the tops of the glass lamps for this town (tor the 
first to show to the committee). 

9. N.w. Sunday, snowed ; p.m. fair, pleasant. Captain Hall sailed 

for London. 

Monday, clear and cold. 

Tuesday, cold and cloudy. 

Wednesday, clear and cold. 

Thursday, more moderate weather. Very good sledding ; 
great plenty provisions and grain. Old Mr. Shem Drown 
ob., ^. 91 ; he was the first tin-plate worker that ever 
came to Boston, New England. 

Friday, snowed all day. 

Saturday, snowed. 

Sunday, snowed. Went to Dr. Cooper*s ; he preached all 
day. 

Monday, moderate ; more snow. 

Tuesday, snowed; great deal of snow on the ground at this 
time. Captain Hood, nine weeks from London. 

Wednesday, very fine clear weather, after many days' snow. 

Thursday, fair ; pleasant. About noon there was three 
barrel of bohea tea burnt in King Street (weight about 
700). 

Friday, cloudy. 

Saturday, very cold. 

Sunday, very cold ; snow in evenmg. 

Monday, snow ; p.m. cloudy. 

Tuesday, dull weather ; harbor froze up ; very cold. 
John Malcom was tarred and feathered (the modern 
mode of punishment). 
26. w. Wednesday. The Great and General Court met at the 
State House. His Excellency made a speech to both 
houses, and in his speech said he was required to signify 
his Majesty's disapprobation of the committees of cor- 
respondence in various instances which sit and act during 
the recess of the General Court by prorogation. 

Thursday, windy ; clear. 

Friday, exceedingly cold ; cloudy. 

Saturday, cold. 

Sunday, more moderate. 

Monday, cloudy ; good passing over the ice to Charles- 
town. 

February begins on Tuesday, hath 28 days, 

1. s.w. Tuesday, very pleasant, spring-like weather; snow in 
the night. 

2. s.w. Wednesday, very pleasant. 
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3. n.p:. Thursday, snow ; p.m. rain. 

4. s.W. Friday, clear and pleasant. 

5. N. Saturday, cloudy. 

6. S.W. Sunday, pleasant. 

7. w. Monday, cloudy. Captain Bruce and Captain Coffin sailed 

for London. In the latter went Jon* Clarke, one of the 

consignees for East India Company. This day the 

Royal American Magazine published for the first [time] 

(by I. Thomas). 
Tuesday, pleasant ; p.m. cloudy. 
Wednesday, snowed all day fast. Dr. Cooper chosen 

President of Harvard College, but declined accepting 

that office. 
Thursday, very pleasant. 
Friday, pleasant. Great deal of snow on the ground at 

this time. 
Saturday, rain. 

Sunday, snowed. Went to Dr. Cooper's. 
Monday, cold. 
Tuesday, clear and cold. 

Wednesday, pleasant. Ob. Mr. Kneeland, M. 80. 
Thursday, pleasant. Ob. Mrs. Boylston, mother to 

Thomas Boylston, eminent merchant of this town. 
Friday, rain. More snow on the ground at this time than 

has been for these ten years. 
Saturday, rain all day ; very sloppy. 
Sunday, pleasant. 
Monday, do. 
Tuesday, do. 
Wednesday, cloudy; raw and cold. At fire club this 

evening. 
Thursday, cloudy and cold ; P.M. very pleasant. 
Friday, pleasant. 

Saturday, pleasant; at 12 at night, snow. 
Sunday, sloppy weather. 
Monday, pleasant. 

March begins on Tuesday, hath 31 days. 
Tuesday, cloudy; p.m. rain. 

Wednesday. A number of lamps in town were lighted 
this evening for the first time. 

3. w. Thursday. This morning died Andrew Oliver, Esq., 
Lieut.-Governor of this Province (Massachusetts Bay), 
M. 68. Cloudy ; p.m. clear and pleasant. 

4. w. Friday, cold and pleasant. 

5. S.W. Saturday. The Oration in commemoration of the tragical 
5th of March, 1770, was pronounced by the Hon. John 
Hancock, Esq. (Fine.) There was a collection made 
for the poor, unfortunate young Monk who was wounded 
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on the fatal evening of March 5, 1770. They collected 
317. 18. 3. old tenor, for him, which was a great help 
for Monk. 

6. E.s.E. Sunday, rained. Captain Benjamin Gorham, nine weeks 

from London. Brought 28^- chests of bohea tea, con- 
signed to several persons here. 

7. W. Monday, cloudy ; p.m. windy. This evening a number of 

(Indians), as is said, of his Majesty, of Oknookortunko- 
gog tribe, emptied every chest into the dock, and de- 
stroyed the whole 28 J^ chests. 

Tuesday, pleasant. 

Wednesday. His Excellency prorogued the Great and 
General Court of this Province. 

Thursday, pleasant and windy. 

Friday, fair ; pleasant. 

Saturday, do. 

Sunday, pleasant. '^ My Hannah^* went to meeting, after 
many months' illness. 

Monday, cloudy ; p.m. rain and snow. General town 
meeting. 

Tuesday, snow; p.m. rain. Mrs. Pierpont ob., M, 45. 

Wednesday, rain. 

Thursday, fair ; pleasant. 

Friday, snow and rain. 

Saturday, cloudy. 

Sunday, rain. 

Monday, rain. Mr. Joseph Gale ob., je. 63. 

Tuesday, fair ; pleasant. 

Wednesday, very pleasant ; rain in the night. 

Thursday, fair and cold. 

Friday, snow and rain. 

Saturday, fair and pleasant. 

Sunday, cloudy. 

Monday, unpleasant ; rain. 

Tuesday, cloudy, foggy ; p.m. fair, pleasant. 

Wednesday, rain. William Bulfinch ob. 

Thursday, fair ; pleasant. 

April begins on Friday, hath 30 days, 

Friday, fair and cold. 
Saturday, cloudy ; p.m. snow and rain. 
Sunday, pleasant. 
Monday, pleasant. 
Tuesday, pleasant. 

Wednesday, fair ; pleasant ; p.m. rain. 
, w.N.w. Thursday, very pleasant. Captain Hood sailed for Lon- 
don ; John Tyler went passenger. 

8. N.E, Friday, pleasant ; p.m. raw, cold. 

9. N.E. Saturday, rain all day. 
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10. s.w. Sunday, pleasant. My sister Betsey very unwell with 

slow fever. 

11. s.E. Monday, pleasant. 

12. s.w. Tuesday, very pleasant ; p.m. cold. 

13. s.E. Wednesday, pleasant. 

14. s.w. Thursday, pleasant; p.m. rain. This day was observed 

as day of fasting and prayer through this Province. A 
young lad drowned (of the castle) out of a canoe. 

15. s.w. Friday, very pleasant; p.m. rain ; thundered. 

16. s.E. Saturday, pleasant and cold. About this time workmen 

began to set a row of trees each side Boston Neck. 

17. s.w. Sunday, pleasant. 

18. s.w. Monday, do. 

19. s.E. Tuesday, very pleasant, p.m. Captain Folger, six weeks 

from London, brought word of Captain Winthrop being 
drowned. At 8 o'clock this evening, my loving sister 
Betsey died, je. 21 years and 10 months; she was to 
have been married the week she was taken ill (to Mr. 
David Allin). Thundered very hard about 12 o'clock 
this night ; very sharp lightning. 

Wednesday, pleasant. 

Thursday, fair. Captain Symmes, six weeks from London. 

Friday, fair ; cool. 

Saturday, clear and pleasant. 

Sunday, very hot. 

25. s. Monday, fair and pleasant. Captain White, eight wrecks 

from London. 

26. s.E. Tuesday, raw, cold. Captain Calef, seven weeks from 

London. 

27. E. Wednesday, raw, cold ; this evening thundered and light- 
ning. 

Thursday, clear and cold. 

Friday, raw, cold ; rain, very severe. 

Saturday, cold ; rain. 

May begins on Sunday, hath 31 days, 
Sunday, rain. Captain Callahan, six weeks from London. 
Monday, rain. News from York of 18 chests of bohea 

tea being destroyed thez-e. 
Tuesday, fair ; pleasant. 
Wednesday, rain. 
Thursday, raw, cold ; hard frost. 
Friday, fair ; pleasant. 

Saturday, fair ; pleasant. Captain Baker, seven weeks 
from Bristol. 
E. Sabbath-day. At Dr. Cooper's; young Aloit [Eliot] 
preached. Pleasant. His Majesty's ship Mercury ar- 
rived here, in eight weeks from London. 
N.E. Monday, fair ; pleasant. Last night Mrs. Bowes ob., M. 
, wife of Mr. Will™ Bowes, Dock Square. 
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10. N.E. Tuesday. Town meeting for choice of representatives. 

John Hancock, Esq., Thomas Gushing, Esq., William 
Phillips, and Samuel Adams, chosen to represent the 
town of Boston. Captain Shayler, five weeks from 
London ; brought news of this harbor being shut up by 
a act of Parliament of Great Britain. 

1 1. E. Wednesday, fair ; pleasant. Captain Jenkins, five weeks 

from London ; Captain Scott from do.: William Dennie, 
owner. 

12. N.E. Thursday, fair ; pleasant. 

13. E. Friday, pleasant. Captain Barnes, ^ve weeks from Bris- 

tol, and Lyde from London. His Majesty's ship Lively, 
from London, with General Gage on board. Town 
meeting to consider proper measures to be taken under 
our public affairs, more especially relative to the late 
edict of a British Parliament for blocking up the harbor 
of Boston, and annihilating the same. A committee 
was chosen to go to several towns. Mr. P. Revere was 
chosen to go express to York and Philadelphia, &c., &c. 

14. E.N.E. Saturday, rained. 

15. E. Sabbath-day, pleasant. 

16. N.E. Monday, rain. Captain Hall, five weeks from London; 

Mr. William Turner, Mr. Rotch, owner of Hall's ship, 
came passengers. 

17. N.E. Tuesday, rain. Governor Thomas Hutchinson, that bad 

governor, superseded by Tliomas Gage, Esq., who 
arrived last Friday. (Tho. Gage, Esq., dined at Faneuil 
Hall with a large company.) 

Wednesday, fair ; pleasant. Town meeting, per adj. 

Thursday, fair, do. Day of prayer. 

Friday, pleasant. Captain Gorham sailed for London. 
Jonathan Williams, Jr., went passenger, owner, &c. 

Saturday, very warm ; about noon, thunder and rain. 

Sabbath-day, fair ; pleasant. David Allin sailed in Cap- 
tain Morton for Jamaica. 

Monday, very pleasant. Merchants' meeting. 

Tuesday, pleasant. Merchants' meeting continued. 

Wednesday. General election ; the Rev. Mr. Gad Hitch- 
cock preached, of Perabrook, from these words, in 
Proverbs, chap. 29, v. 2 : When the righteous are in 
authority, the people rejoice ; but when the wicked 
beareth rule, the people mourn. 

His Excellency made a speech to both houses ; in his 
speech, he t^aid, the first of June he should meet the court 
at Salem, and why he made mention of the first of next 
month was because he had his Majesty's particular 
commands for holding the General Court at Salem from 
that day. 
26. E. Thursday, rained very hard this morning. 
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27. w. Friday, fair; pleasant. 

28. w. Saturday, fair ; pleasant. His Excellency the Governor 

was pleased to adjourn General Assembly to Wednesday, 
7 of June, then to meet at Salem. 

29. E. Sabbath-day, fair ; pleasant. 

30. w. Monday, do. 

31. s.w. Tuesday, thunder and rain a.m. ; fair, warm p.m. Cap- 

tain Calef sailed for London. 

June begins on Wednesday, hath 30 days, 

1. w. Wednesday. Governor Hutchinson, his son and daughter, 

sailed for London in Captain Callahan. Port of Bos- 
ton by the cruel edict of the British Parliament is shut 
up. Tell it in Gath, publish it in Askelon. Three 
transports, with troops on board, arrived at Nantasket 
road, from England. 

2. w. Thursday, fair ; pleasant. Captain Williamson, in thirty- 

six days from Bristol, with copy of another cruel act of 
Parliament. 

Friday, pleasant ; p.m. rain. 

Saturday, fair ; pleasant. 

Sabbath-day, do. Jonathan Mason's wife died, M» 50. 
Richard Draper, printer. *' / was not at meeting'^ 

Monday, warm. Artillery election ; Rev. John Larthrop 
preached a very suitable sermon. 

Tuesday, fair ; very warm. 

Wednesday, pleasant. 

Thursday, cold. 

Friday, pleasant. 

Saturday, very warm. 

Sabbath-day, cloudy ; rain. 

Monday, rain most of the day. 

Tuesday, very pleasant. The 4th, or King's own Regi- 
ment, landed at the Long Wharf, and marched to the 
common, where they encamped. 

15. S.E. Wednesday, fair ; pleasant ; p.m. rain and thunder, a.m. 

43d Regiment landed at the Long Wharf, and marched 
to the common, and there encamped. Most of the stores 
on the Long Wharf are now shut up. Thus are we sur- 
rounded with fleet and army ; the harbor shut, all navi- 
gation cease, and not one topsail vessel to be seen but 
those of our enemies. Oh, let not posterity forget our 
sufferings. 

16. w. Thursday, pleasant. Tradesman's meeting. 

17. E. Friday, rain. Town meeting, pr. adjournment ; Governor 

dissolved General Court. 

18. w. Saturday, fair ; pleasant. 

19. s. Sabbath, fair ; warm. His Majesty's sloop arrived. At 

Dr. Cooper's. 
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Monday, fair ; pleasant ; p.m. rain. 

Tuesday, rain all day. 

Wednesday, fair ; pleasant. One transport arrived from 

Ireland. 
Thursday, cloudy ; warm. p.m. uncle went to Sherburne. 
Friday, rain ; p.m. fair. 
Saturday, fair ; pleasant. 
Sabbath, hot. 

Monday, very hot. Town meeting. 
Tuesday, hot. Town ditto. 
Wednesday, hot ; p.m. shower. 
Thursday, a.m. small shower; hot; fine growing season. 

Proclamation, by the Governor (Thomas Gage) : — 

Whereas, certain persons, calling themselves a committee 
of correspondence for the town of Boston, have lately 
presumed to make, or caused to be made, an instrument 
purporting to be a solemn league and covenant, whereby 
they are most solemnly to covenant and engage to sus- 
pend all commercial intercourse with Great Britain, 
until certain acts of the British Parliament shall be 
repealed, 1 hereby earnestly caution all persons whatso- 
ever, within this Province, against signing the aforesaid 
covenant, or any similar covenant, &c., &c., &c. 

July begins Friday^ hath 31 days. 

1. N.E. Friday, small showers in morning. Admiral Greaves 

arrived with his fleet, from London. More transports 
arrived from Ireland, with 5th and 38th Regiments. 

2. s.w. Saturday, fair, warm. a.m. Artillery fiom Castle William 

landed, with eight brass cannon, and encamped in the 
common. 258 sheep given for the relief of this town 
by the town of Windham, in Connecticut. (I cut my 
hair off.) 

3. s.w. Lord's day, fair ; p.m. rained. Went to Dr. Cooper's. 

4. N.E. Monday, fair; pleasant. 38th Regiment landed at Han- 

cock's Wharf, and encamped in the common. 

5. E. Tuesday, fair; pleasant. 5th Regiment landed at the 

Long Wharf, encamped in common. 

6. s. Wednesday, cloudy ; warm. 

7. s. Thursday, pleasant ; p.m. rain. Admiral Montague and 

family sailed in the Captain man-of-war, for England. 

8. N.w. Friday, fair, clear weather. About this time arrived three 

wagon-loads of grain from the towns of Groton, Pep- 
perrell, and Wrentham, for the poor of this town ; and 
this day 105 sheep from our worthy friends in Pomfret, 
for the like purpose. 

9. w. Saturday, fair ; pleasant. 

10. N.w. Lord's day, fair ; pleasant. At Dr. Cooper's ; Rev. Mr. 
How preached a.m. 
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Monday, clear and pleasant ; rain in the night. 

Tuesday, a.m. rain ; p.m. fair, pleasant. 

Wednesday, pleasant. 

Thursday, fair, pi. A day of prayer through the Prov- 
ince ; not by authority. 

Friday, fair ; pleasant. 

Saturday, fair, ditto. 

Lord's day, hottest day this season; evening, rain and 
thundered. 

Monday, cloudy ; rain A.M. ; p.m. fair, pleasant. 

Tuesday, fine, clear weather. Town meeting. 

Wednesday, fair ; pleasant. 

Thursday, warm. 

Friday, dusty ; high wind. 

Saturday, fair ; warm. 

Lord's day, pleasant ; p.m. ram. 

Monday, fair ; pleasant. 

Tuesday, fair. Town meeting. 

Wednesday, warm. 

Thursday, small shower a.m. 

Friday, pleasant. 

Saturday, clouds flying. 

Lord's day, this morning rain ; very warm day. 

August begins on Monday^ hath 31 days. 

Monday, fair ; pleasant ; warm. 

Tuesday, fair. This morning arrived in town 11 loads 
table fish, from our worthy friends of Marblehead ; 224 
quintals (for the poor of this town), and a q* [quan- 
tity ?'] of oil, and £40 lawful money, in cash. 

Wednesday, fair ; pleasant. 

Thursday, do. do. 

Friday, clear. 

Saturday, raw; cold a.m. The Scarbor*^ man-of-war ar- 
rived, nine weeks from England ; p.m. three transports 
from Halifax, with the 59th Regiment on board, and 
company of artillerj^, and brass cannon, eight days out. 
(The 59 th Regiment some time the next week landed at 
Salem, and encamped.) 

7. E. Lord's day, fair. a.m. three transports from New York with 

the Royal Regiment of Welsh Fusileers and detachment 
of Royal Artillery, and a quantity of ordnance stores, 
&c. ; P.M. old Phillis ob. Mr. Joseph Jackson ob. 
(truckman). 

8. s. Monday, fair ; warm. Company of artillery landed ; en- 

camped in common. 

9. N.E. Tuesday, fair. This morning the regiment Welsh Fusi- 

leers, or 23d Regiment, landed at Long Wharf, and 
encamped on Fort Hill. Town meeting. 
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10. N.E. Wednesday, fair ; pleasant. This morning the Hon. 

Thomas Gushing, Esq., Mr. Samuel Adams, John 
Adams, Robert Treat Faine, Esq., delegates appointed 
by the General Assembly for this Province, to attend 
the General Congress, to be holden at Philadelphia 
some time next month, set out from hence, attended by 
a number of gentlemen, who accompanied them to Wa- 
tertown, where an elegant entertainment was provided 
for them. After dinner, they proceeded on their jour- 
ney. 
This night, about 11 o'clock, a fire broke out in a large 
brick house in Fish Street. The fire had got to such 
height before the unhappy tenants were apprised of it, 
that the following unhappy persons perished in the 
flames : viz., Mrs. Ruth Murphy, far gone with child ; 
Ruth and Catherine Murphy, her children ; Mrs. Elly 
Flinn, and Mrs. Hannah Whittemore. 

11. s. Thursday, fair; warm. This day the delegates for New 

Hampshire passed through this town on their way to 
Philadelphia, to attend General Congress. 

12. s.w. Friday, fair; pleasant. Went a-gunning after small birds, 

returned at night. 

13. E. Saturday, fair. Arrived in town 376 sheep from our 

sympathizing brethren of Lebanon, in Colony of Con- 
necticut, for the benefit of the poor of this distressed 
town. 

Sabbath, fair ; pleasant. 

Monday, hot, dry weather. 

Tuesday, fair ; hot. 

Wednesday, cloudy ; p.m. thunder ; merciful rain after 
very dry time ; rained most of the night. 

Thursday, small rain ; p.m. fair. 

Friday, fair morning. Shooting small birds. 

Saturday, fair ; pleasant. 

Lord's day, pleasant. At Dr. Cooper's all day. 

Monday, cloudy ; warm ; very high winds. John Williams 
sailed for Philadelphia in Captain Gorham. 

Tuesday, this morning thundered and lightning ; rained 
very hard all day ; merciful rain after very dry time. 

Wednesday, rain. Fire at Salem ; some disturbance there. 

Thursday, rain. 

Friday, clear ; very pleasant after blessed rain. Meeting 
of committee from several towns at Faneuil Hall. 

27. Saturday, fair ; pleasant. Governor Thomas Gage came 

to town from Salem. Several presents from our breth- 
ren in the country ; $290 cash from Norwich, and cash 
from many others this week. 

28. w. Lord's day, fair ; pleasant. 

29. s. Monday, fair; pleasant. 
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30. s.w. Tuesday, fair ; warm. Town meeting. Per advertise- 

ment, this day the Superior Court was holden here. 
When the court was seated, the grand jurors one and 
all refused to be sworn. The petit were then called for, 
they likewise refused to be sworn in. Some said the 
reasons was that Peter Oliver, Esq , chief justice of that 
court, stood impeached by the late Honorable House of 
Representatives of this Province, in their own name, 
and in the name of the Province, of divers high crimes 
and misdemeanors. 

31. s. Wednesday, fair ; warm. Joseph Tyler ob. At sunset 

rain and thunder. 

September begins on Thursday, hath 30 days, 

1. w. Thursday. This morning, half after four, about 260 

troops embarked on board thirteen boats at the Long 
Wharf, and proceeded up Mystic River to Temple 
Farm, where they landed ; went to the powder-house 
on Quarry Hill, in Charlestown bounds, from whence 
they have taken 250 half-barrels of gunpowder, the 
whole store there, and carried it to the castle. A 
detachment from this corps went to Cambridge and 
brought off two field-pieces. 

2. s.w. Friday, fair ; warm. From these several hostile appear- 

ances, the county of Middlesex took the alarm, and on 
last evening began to collect in large bodies, with their 
arms, provisions, and ammunitions, &c. This morning 
some thousands of them advanced to Cambridge, armed 
only with sticks. The committee of Cambiidge sent 
express to Charlestown, who communicated the intelli- 
gence to Boston, and their respective committee pro- 
ceeded to Cambridge without delay. Thomas Oliver, S. 
Danforth, J. Lee, made declaration and resignation of 
a seat in the new constituted council, which satisfied the 
body. At sunset, they began to return home. At dark, 
rain and thundered very hard. 
8. s.E. Saturday, cloudy this afternoon. Four large field-pieces 
were dragged from the common by the soldiery and 
placed at the only entrance into this town by land. Tlie 
Lively frigate, of twenty guns, came to her mooring in 
the ferry-way between Boston and Charlestown. 

4. s.w. Lord's day, fair ; pleasant. 

5. E. Monday, cloudy ; P.M. rain. Artillery training. 

6. N.E. Tuesday, clear and cold. 

7. w. Wednesday, fair ; pleasant. 

8. N.E. Thursday, do. A number of the poor of this town are 

now employed about making bricks, at the new yard 
belonging to the town, on the Neck. 
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9. N.E, Friday, raw ; cold. At 8 o'clock this morning, Valentine 
Dukett of the (65th Regiment, now at Halifax), was 
shot, for desertion, on our common, in the rear of the 
camp. P.M. rain. 

10. w. Saturday, fair ; pleasant. 

11. s.w. Lord's day. Unwell. Fair. 

12. w. Monday, fair; pleasant. 

13. N.E. Tuesday, cloudy. Town meeting, pr. adjournment. At 

night, rain. p.m. the 59th Regiment arrived in town 
from Salem, and are now encamped on our Boston Neck. 

14. w. Wednesday, fair, pleasant. 

15. w. Thursday, fair, do. Last night all the cannon in the North 

Battery were spiked up : it is said to be done by about 
one hundred men (who came in boats) from the man-of- 
war in this harbor. 

16. s.w. Friday, fair, pleasant, 

17. w. Saturday, fair; very pleasant. Last night, townspeople 

took four brass cannon from the gun-house near, very 
near the common. 

18. s. Lord's day, fair; warm. At Dr. Samuel Cooper's all day. 

At night, rained very hard. 

19. E. Monday, cloudy. Most of our town carpenters, with a 

number from the country, are now employed in building 
barracks for the army. Hundreds of the soldiery are 
now employed in repairing and mantling the fortifica- 
tion at the entrance of the town. The 59th Regiment 
with a number of other soldiery are now throwing up an 
entrenchment on the Neck. 

20. s.E. Tuesday, cloudy. Some cannon removed (by the man-of- 

war's men) from the mill-pond. Captain Scott arrived 
in seven weeks (at Salem) from London ; brought a 
bell for the Rev. Dr. Samuel Cooper's meeting-house, 
which weighs 2,700 gro. ; said to be the largest on 
the Continent, and is the generous present of the Hon. 
John Hancock, Esq., to our society. 

21. N.E. Wednesday, cloudy. Town meeting for choice of repre- 

sentatives, when the following gentlemen were chosen ; 
viz., the Hon. Thomas Cushing, Esq., Mr. Samuel 
Adams, Esq., Hon. John Hancock, Esq., William 
Phillips, Esq. 

Thursday, fair ; pleasant, p.m. town meeting pr. adj. 

Friday, do. do. 

Saturday, very fine weather. 

Lord's day, fair. At Dr. Cooper's all day ; Mr. Cushing 
present all the day ; fine sermon. 
26. s.s.E. Monday, fair ; pleasant. All the carpenters (of the town 
and country, this morning) that were employed in build- 
ing barracks for the soldiery, all left off work at the 
barracks, &c., &c. 
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27. w. Tuesday, fair, pleasant. Captain Calef arrived at Salem 

in seven weeks from London ; in same came passengers, 
— Mr. Nathaniel Wheatley and his lady, and Mr. John 
Steel Tyler. 

28. s.w. Wednesday, fair; pleasant. This day a thousand bushels 

grain arrived at Salem, from Quebec, for the use of 
the poor in this town. This day Joseph Scott, Esq., 
has given his countrymen great uneasiness by selling 
the troops two large cannon and a great quantity of 
cannon-balls and other implements of war. 
Uncle at ordination at Dorchester, &c. 

29. w. Thursday, very fair ; pleasant. 

By the Governor, a Proclamation. 

Whereas, on the first day of September I thought fit to 
issue writs for calling a great and general court or 
assembly, to be convened and held at Salem, on the 5th 
October, &c. ; and whereas, from many tumults and dis- 
orders which have since taken place, the extraordinary 
resolves which have been passed in many of the counties, 
the instructions given by the town of Boston, and some 
other towns, to their representatives, &c., &c., — 

I have therefore thought fit to declare my intention not 
to meet the said General Court at Salem on the 5th of 
October next, &c. Thomas Gage. 

30. s.w. Friday, fair ; pleasant. 

October begins on Saturday, hath 31 days, 
Saturday, fair, warm. 

Lord's day, rain this morning. At Dr. Cooper's all day. 
Monday, cold ; fair. My father went out of town, &c. 

Artillery training for the last time this year. 
Tuesday, clear and cold. 
Wednesday, fair ; pleasant, 
Thursday, fair ; very pleasant. We hear there was a fire 

at Salem, which burnt ten houses and one meeting-house, 

shops, &c. One old woman was killed in the hurry. 
Friday, cool. 
Saturday, very foggy this morning, heavy dew; p.m. 

fair, pleasant. 
9. s.w. Lord's day, fair; pleasant, a.m. at Dr. Cooper's meeting; 

Dorchester minister preached all day. p.m. stay at home. 

10. s.w. Monday, fair. This morning died Robert Ball, for many 

years a noted pilot. A number of fat cattle arrived in 
town from our brethren of Lebanon, in the Colony of 
Connecticut. 

11. N.w. Tuesday, fair; pleasant. This morning William White, 

Esq., died. This day the Provincial Congress met at 
Concord. Yesterday Captain Callahan arrived at Salem 
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D. M. Wind. 

from London, with whom came passengers Mr. Samuel 
Whitwell, Mr. David Black, &c. 

12. w. Wednesday, fair ; pleasant. Last night the Rose man-of- 

war arrived here from Newfoundland, with three com- 
panies of the 65th Regiment. 

13. s. Thursday, fair ; warm. 

14. s.E. Friday. This morning the three companies of the 65th 

Regiment landed, and now in barracks in King Street. 
Rain in the evening. 

15. s.w. Saturday, very pleasant. This week Dr. Langdon, of 

Portsmouth, was installed President of Harvard College 
at Cambridge. 

16. s.E. Lord's day, fair; pleasant; at noon small shower. At Dr. 

Cooper's all day ; he preached. 

17. N.w. Monday, fair, pleasant, p.m. at Charlestown at my aunt 

Wyer's funeral. P. Revere returned in town (express) 
from the Grand American Congress, at Philadelphia. 
Last Friday the Provincial Congress adjourned from 
Concord to Cambridge, to meet this day ; accordingly 
met. 

18. N.w. Tuesday, fair ; pleasant ; very fine weather for the sea- 

son. Captain Brown arrived at Salem with generous 
donation from our brethren of the County of Monmouth, 
in New Jersey, consisting of twelve hundred bushels of 
rye, and fifty barrels rye flour. 

19. N.E. Wednesday, fair; pleasant. Captain Boyd is arrived at 

Salem from Hartford, in Connecticut, and has brought 
about nine hundred bushels grain for the poor of this town. 

20. s.w. Thursday, fair ; pleasant. 

21. s.E. Friday, cloudy. 

22. s.s.E. Saturday, warm a.m.; p.m. showery. This morning, about 

7 o'clock, after three days' illness, Mr. William Moli- 
neaux died, in the fifty-eighth year of his age. (A true 
son of liberty and of America.) It may with truth be 
said of this friend, that he died a martyr to the interest 
of America. His watchfulness, labors, distresses, and 
exertions to promote the general interest, produced an 
inflammation in his bowels, of which he died. '' Oh, 
save my country. Heaven," he said, and died. This 
morning Mr. Thomas Gray broke his leg. A drove of 
sheep arrived in town from our brethren of Scituate, in 
the Colony of Rhode Island. 

23. s.w. Lord's day, foggy morning. At Dr. Cooper's ; and Rev. Mr. 

Storer, of Marblehead, preached all day. This day four 
transports arrived here from New York, with a company 
royal artillery, a large quantity of ordnance stores for 
Castle William, three companies of the Royal Regiment 
of Ireland, or the 18th Regiment, and the 47th Regiment 
on board. 
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Monday, foggy. Captain Tyler arrived at Salem, in forty- 
four days from Bristol. 

Tuesday, very warm. Town meeting, according to ad- 
journment. 

Wednesday, fair ; remarkably warm for tlie time of year. 

Thursday, cloudy ; in the evening small rain. 

Friday, rain all day. This day the bell at Dr. Cooper's 
was hung and rung for the first time ; the weight of new 
bell is 3,220 net, with this motto on it : — 

" I to the church the living call, 
And to the grave I summons all.^' 

Captain Coffin arrived at Salem, in seven weeks from 
London. 

29. w. Saturday, fair ; pleasant. Captain Hood arrived at Salem, 
from London. The Provincial Congress resolved, with 
other resolves, that Henry Gardner, Esq., of Stow, be 
Province Treasurer or Receiver-general. This day ad- 
journed to 23d November next. Arrived here several 
transports, with troops on board, from Quebec, — 1 0th 
and 52d Regiments. 

80. s.w. Lord's day, fair ; pleasant. 

31. S.E. Monday, very do. 

November begins on Tuesday, hath 30 days, 

1. N.E. Tuesday, warm; pleasant. Town meeting, per adjourn- 
ment. P.M. raw, cold. 

Wednesday, cold. 

Thursday, fair ; pleasant. Town meeting, per adjournment. 

Friday, fair; pleasant. This evening 400 or 500 of 
bohea and green tea was burnt in Charlestown. 

Saturday, rain. Pope day, and weather. 

Lord's day, fair ; pleasant. At Dr. Cooper's. 

Monday, rain. Town meeting, pr. adjournment. 

Tuesday, fair ; pleasant. 

Wednesday, do. do. This evening arrived in town the 
Hon. Thomas Cushing, Esq., Mr. Samuel Adams, John 
Adams, Esq., and Robert Treat Paine, Esq., the delegates 
for this Province to the late Grand American Congress. 
The people testified their joy of their arrival by ringing 
of the bells, &c. 
10. N.w. Thursday, very cold. One Richard Cuitt, mariner, on 
board one of the transports lying at Hancock's Wharf, 
cut his throat with a razor, and murdered himself. He 
was buried under the gallows, &c. This day a pro- 
clamation by the Governor (Thomas Gage), strictly 
prohibiting all persons complying with the recommenda- 
tions of the Provincial Congress, &c., &c. 
46 
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D. M. Wind. 

11. N.E. Friday, raw; cold. 

12. E.&s. Saturday, A.M. raw ; cold ; P.M. very warm, spring-like 

weather. 

13. N.E. Lord's day, cloudy. At Dr. Cooper's ; a.m. Rev. Dr. Eliot 

preached ; p.m. Dr. Cooper. 

14. N.E. Monday, cloudy ; fine rain. 

15. s.E. Tuesday, cloudy ; warm. About 3 o'clock this morning 

thundered very hard, and lightning very sharp ; rain. 

16. s.E. Wednesday, rain all day. Mr. Thomas Gray died, m. 53, 

at Hingham, with his broken leg. 

17. s.w. Thursday, clear and cold. Captain Shepard arrived from 

London, at Salem, about five weeks' passage. 

18. N.E. Friday. Captain Folger arrived. Mistake (Shepard) 

spoke with Folger. Lately arrived in town, as a free 
gift, 150 sheep from the town of Smithfield, and 57 
from Johnstone, and 122 from Scituate, in Rhode Island 
Colony, and 250 from Stonington in Connecticut. 

19. Saturday, flying clouds and very cold. The following 

donations have been received during this week : from 
Candia Parish, in the Province of New Hampshire, 
£3. 0. 0. lawful money, and 84 sheep ; from Concord, in 
Pennecock River, New Hampshire, 30 bushels of 
pease; from Rehoboth, £14 L. money ; from Rehoboth 
and East Greenwich, 112 sheep; from Tiverton, 72 
sheep ; from Glassenbury, 1 60 bushels of grain ; from 
Southington, 150 bushels do.; from Weathersfield, 73 
bushels do.; from Middleton, 1080 bushels do.; and 
from Mr. Samuel Moody, schoolmaster at Newbury 
Falls, five guineas. 

20. N.w. Lord's day, fair and cold. At Dr. Cooper's; a.m. Rev. Mr. 

Hunt preached ; p.m. Dr. Cooper. 

21. N.E. Monday, cloudy ; rain and snow in the evening ; in the 

night, wind very high. The shipping in the harbor 
received great damage. Most of the transports dam- 
aged. 

Tuesday, rain and snow. 

Wednesday, cloudy. This day the Provincial Congress 
met at Cambridge. 

Thursday, cloudy, cold. 

Friday, rained ; high wind. Captain Folger arrived from 
London, at Salem. 

Saturday, very pleasant. 

Lord's day, fair; pleasant. At Dr. Cooper's ; p.m. stranger 
preached. 

Monday, fair ; pleasant. Captains Shayler and Bruce 
arrived at Salem from London. 

Tuesday, fair ; spring-like weather. 

Wednesday, rain all day. At tire meeting this evening. 
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December begins on Thursday^ hath 31 days. 
D. M. Wind. 

1. s.w. Thursday, fair ; pleasant. 

2. N.w. Friday, fair, do. 

3. E. Saturday, cloudy; p.m. warm. Donations received the 

last week from the county of Litchfield, Connecticut, 
£19. 3. 0. lawful money, and 51 head of cattle ; from 
Colchester, 94 sheep and 5 cattle ; from Fairfield, 750 
bushels grain ; from Mr. Sylvanus How, of Petersham, 
11 quarters of mutton, 123 pounds weight. 

4. Lord's day, rain this morning; p.m. fair. At Dr. Cooper's; 

Rev. Mr. Bacon preached. Captain Brown arrived 
from London, at Salem, in thirty-five days. Yesterday 
arrived the Scarborough man-of-war which went ex- 
press from hence to England the beginning of Septem- 
ber last. 

5. s.E. Monday, rain. Last week was sold in town by a Mr. 

John Robinson, of Dorchester, two oxen, supposed to 

be the largest and fattest that ever was raised in New 

England ; tallow weighing 464 pounds, the amount of 

the whole 3,237. 
Tuesday, rain. 
Wednesday, rain. 
Thursday, cloudy. Mrs. Elizabeth Storer died, aged 41 

years, wife of Ebenezer Storer, merchant. 
Friday, snow, rain, and hail. 
Saturday, rain. The Provincial Congress at Cambridge, 

having finished the business necessary to be immediately 

despatched, dissolved themselves. 

11. N.vr. Lord's day, clear and cold. At Dr. Cooper's; a.m. Rev. 

Mr. How preached. 

12. N.E. Monday, cold. 

13. N.E. Tuesday, cold, and snowed. 

14. E. Wednesday, cloudy, and small snow. 

15. s.E. Thursday. This day observed agreeable to the recom- 

mendation of the Provincial Congress, as a day of pub- 
lic thanksgiving throughout the Province. 

16. N.w. Friday, clear and cold. 

17. s.E. Saturday, pleasant. This day the Boyne man-of-war of 

64 guns, and the Asia of 60 guns, lately arrived below, 
came up into this harbor, and are at anchor within 
musket-shot of the town. 

18. s.E, Lord's day, fair ; pleasant. 

19. N.E. Monday, rain. This morning, the Somerset man-of-war, 

of 64 guns, arrived in this harbor. 

20. N.w. Tuesday, clear and cold. 

21. N.w. Wednesday, do. 

22. N.E. Thursday, snowed. 
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Mr. Whitmore sent to the meeting for exhibition an origi- 
nal engraved view of the " South Battery in Boston," on a 
certificate of membership as an ''enlisted Montross," or 
under-gunner. This engraving belonged to the Essex Insti- 
tute, b}^ whose permission a heliotype has been made for this 
volume. The Society already possessed the original copper- 
plate of a similar certificate for a "montross," containing the 
view of the "North Battery in Boston," engraved by Paul 
Revere. Copies of each are inserted in this volume. 

Mr. Deane communicated a Memoir of Dr. John Apple- 
ton, who was for many years Assistant Librarian of the 
Society. 

The President, Mr. Winthrop, also laid before the meet- 
ing a Memoir of the Hon. John H. Clifford. 

Those Memoirs are here presented. 
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MEMOIR 

OF 

JOHN APPLETON, M.D. 

BY CHARLES DEANE. 



The subject of this sketch was born in Salem, Massachu- 
setts, on the 9th of January, 1809. As a boy, he attended 
school in that town until his fifteenth year (in 1824), 
when his father died. Under the direction of his guardian, 
Major John Prince, clerk of the courts, young Appleton, 
in the interval of his studies, was employed in the clerk's 
office at Salem. While there, a love for antiquarian and 
genealogical researches seems to have been developed. About 
this time, he chose medicine as his future profession ; but, 
owing to some opposition of his guardian, he was not able to 
commence the study of it till he became of age. In February, 
1830, he entered the office of Dr. A. L. Pierson, of Salem ; 
and, in the winter of 18^^0-31, he attended the medical school 
of Harvard University. During his studies, he also read with 
Dr. William J. Walker, of Charlestown, and Dr. Winslow 
Lewis, of Boston. In February, 1833, he graduated as Doctor 
of Medicine, and took the Boylston prize. He practised in his 
profession for a short time in Boston, and subsequently in 
Hamilton, Essex County, 1833-3-4 ; Gloucester, 1835-39 ; 
Westfield, Hampden County, 1839-42 ; West Newbury and 
Georgetown, Essex County, 1843-55. He was quite suc- 
cessful in the practice of medicine ; but its duties were 
arduous, and wore upon his constitution. At one period of 
his life, he was a successful lecturer, not onl}^ upon subjects 
relating to his profession, but upon biography, temperance, 
— of which he was an ardent advocate, — and upon music. 
He was an accomplished musician, and an occasional com- 
poser. He painted in oils and water-colors, and sketched 
with considerable skill. 

In 1855, he accepted the invitation of the Historical So- 
ciety — through the solicitation of his friend. Dr. Shurt- 
leff — to fill the place of Assistant Librarian, which position 
he continued to occupy till December, 1868, a few weeks 
before his death, when he resigned. At the time Dr. Apple- 
ton entered upon this service, the Society had resolved to 
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print a catalogue of its library ; and he at once devoted the 
hours not employed in the general administration of the library 
to this work. He not only completed the cataloguing of all 
the printed books and pamphlets, but corrected the proof- 
sheets while the work was going through the press. In all 
this he showed ample historical and bibliographical knowl- 
edge for the work. The first volume of the catalogue was 
published in 1859, and the second in the following year. 

Dr. Appleton also rendered important service in copying 
ancient manuscripts for the Society's publications, and in 
correcting proof; his abundant learning and excellent taste 
being a sufficient guarantee for the trustworthy performance 
of his work. In the preparation of the volumes of Winthrop 
Papers for the press, he not only rendered the aid above men- 
tioned, but he made the drawings of a large number of seals, 
and superintended the printing of them m facsimile. 

Dr. Appleton's countenance was striking, and his presence 
commanding. Personally, he was the most agreeable of men, 
so simple and modest, so refined and cultivated, so affection- 
ate and eager to serve, that he drew every one toward him. 
His principles were unswerving, and his character was based 
upon a rock. His son, to whom I am indebted for some de- 
tails of his life, writes : "• Under his placid exterior he carried 
one of the most courageous spirits I ever knew, and he was 
one of the bravest men I ever met with." 

The tributes paid to Dr. Appleton, by Dr. Robbins and by 
the President of the Society, at the meeting following his de- 
cease, in language more appropriate than I can frame, beau- 
tifully delineate his character and worth, and the valuable 
services he rendered this Society. 

On the 22d May, 1831, Dr. Appleton married, at Boston, 
Miss Elizabeth M. Messer. He lived iii Cambridge for a 
number of years, and died -there on the 4th of February, 1869, 
aged sixty years and twenty-six days, leaving two sons and 
four daughters. The oldest son, John W. M. Appleton, 
served in the war of the Rebellion, and was major in the 
Fifty-fourth Massachusetts Regiment. 

Dr. Appleton was elected a member of the Society in Jan- 
uary, 1869 ; but he was never able to attend a meeting after 
his election. His acceptance of membership bore date only 
six days before his death.* 

* By a rule of the Society, though never formally voted as such, no member 
receives compensation for services rendered to it. Therefore, Dr. Appleton, 
though he for many years constantly attended the meetings, was not a mem- 
ber while he held the office of Assistant Librarian. 
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Dr. Apple ton prepared the following papers, which were 
published in the Proceedings of the Society under the dates 
given : — 

1. On the Great Seal of New England, July, 1862. 

2. On the Portrait of King William in the Society's gallery, September, 

1862. 

3. On Almanacs in the reign of Queen Anne, June, 1863. 

4. On an Amortissement of Louis, Duke of Orleans, October, 1863. 

5. Sketch of the Contents of the "Journal de Castorland," February, 

1864. 

6. On an Order of the Privy Council, on the Petition of William Morton, 

March, 1864. 

7. On Early Charts of the Harbor of Boston, &c., September, 1864. 

8. On the William Wlnthrop MSS., December, 1864. 

9. On the Portrait of Sebastian Cabot in the Society's gallery, January, 

1865. 
10. On the Alleged Portrait of Rev. John Wilson in the Society's gallery, 
September, 1867. 

He also prepared and printed : — 

1. Pedigree of Appleton, on a broadside. Boston, 1864. 

2. Monumental Memorials of the Appleton Family. 4to, pp. 30. Bos- 

ton, privately printed, 1867. 
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MEMOIU 

OF 

GOVERNOR CLIFFORD: 

BY ROBERT C. WINTHROP. 



In the beaiitifal town of New Bedford, long since incor- 
porated as a city, there might have been found, some thirty 
or forty years ago, as charming a group of choice spirits as 
could be gathered anywhere within the limits of Massachu- 
setts. Among them was Epbraim Peabody, the pastor of the 
Unitarian parish of the town, afterwards the rector of King's 
Chapel in Boston ; wise, accomplished, amiable, eloquent, 
beloved by all who knew him. Among them was Charles 
Henry Warren, widely known afterwards as Judge Warren, 
whose sparkling wit, and racy anecdote, and keen irony were 
the delight of every circle in which he moved. Among them 
was William W. Swain, whose jurisdiction over '' Naushon " 
had won for him the familiar sobriquet of " Governor," and 
whose great heart and genial hospitality had made willing 
subjects for him far beyond the narrow domain of the Eliza- 
beth Islands. These and others of that little group have 
passed away. At least one of them, however, is still living, 
— the venerable Joseph Grinnell, — born before any of tliem, 
and now surviving them all ; who, after many years of valu- 
able public service in the Congress of the United States, is 
to-day, in his eighty-ninth year, conducting successfully and 
vigorously a great manufacturing establishment, and who, 
by his firmness and discretion, has just succeeded in putting 
down a formidable strike of its workmen. 

But of this little circle of choice spirits in New Bedford, 
into which I was so often admitted as a guest on occasional 
visits from Boston or Washington, the subject of this Me- 
moir was the central figure. Younger than any of his 
associates ; with less accomplishment, perhaps, than one ; with 
less wit, perhaps, than another ; with not more of heart or 
head than a third or fourth of them, — he had yet a combination 




y ^^<^^C^u^^/yr^<'-~f 




1877.] MEMOIR OF GOVERNOR CLIFFORD. 369 

of qualities, intellectual, moral, and social, which gave him 
an easy lead, and secured for him a ready following. No one, 
I think, could spend a day in New Bedford, at that period, 
without feeling that the active, moving spirit of its social 
and intellectual life was John Henry Clifford. Thus early 
— for he was then hardly more than thirty years of age — did 
he exhibit that practical tact, that genial disposition, that 
magnetic temper, which always gave him one of the foremost 
places among those with whom he was associated, whether in 
public or in private Hfe. Of great executive ability, and 
with a peculiar faculty of organization, he was at least the 
prompter and the manager of scenes, in which he may not 
have assumed or aspired to play the first part. He would, 
indeed, have counted himself at that time the humblest of 
that little group ; but not the less did his earnest nature im- 
part animation and inspiration to them all. 

Governor Clifford, however, — • for by that title he will be 
most readily remembered, — was not a native of New Bed- 
ford, nor of Massachusetts. He was born in Providence, 
Rhode Island, on the 16th of January, 1809, and continued 
to reside there with his parents until he had completed his 
school and college education. It was only after he had gone 
through his four years' course and taken his degree, as 
Bachelor of Arts, in 1827, at Brown University, that he left 
his parental home and native State. He then entered on the 
study of law with Timothy G. Coffin, Esq., of New Bedford, 
and subsequently studied with the late Judge Theron Met- 
calf at Dedham, Massachusetts.* In 1830 he was admitted to 
the Bar of the county of Bristol, having in the same year 
received his degree of Master of Arts at Brown, when he 
delivered an oration on '' the Perils of Professional Life." 
Thenceforth he was to confront those perils himself, in the 
daily practice of his chosen profession. He established him- 
self as a lawyer in New Bedford, and two years afterwards 
gave " a hostage to fortune," and left no further doubt 
where his permanent home was to be fixed. On the 16th of 
January, 1832, his twenty-third birthday, he married Sarah 
Parker Allen, daughter of William Howland Allen, Esq., and 
granddaughter of the Hon. John Avery Parker, of New Bed- 
ford ; and from that day to his death he resided nowhere else. 

Three years afterward, in 1835, he took his seat in the 
Legislature of Massachusetts, as a representative from New 
Bedford. There I met him for the first time ; and from that 
association resulted a friendship and an intimacy which ended 
only with his life. It was the year of the Revision of the 

47 
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Statutes of the Commonwealth, and he did good and faithful 
service on the large committee which had that subject in 
charge. In 1836 he became one of the aides-de-camp of 
Governor Everett, and retained that position until, by a 
single vote out of a hundred thousand votes, Mr. Everett's 
chief magistracy was brought to a close in 1840. 

Before Mr. Everett went out of office, however, — in 1839, 

— he had conferred upon Colonel Clifford, in whom he had 
the highest confidence, the appointment of District Attorney 
for the Southern District of Massachusetts ; an office in which 
he served the Commonwealth assiduously and successfully for 
nearly ten years. 

Meantime, in 1845, the county of Bristol had elected him 
a member of the Senate of Massachusetts, where he gave 
renewed evidence of his ability and accomplishments as a 
debater and a legislator. But his taste for legal practice 
predominated over all others, and in 1849 he entered upon 
the duties of an office which was to be the field of his longest 
and most distinguished public service. In that year he re- 
ceived from Governor Briggs the appointment of Attorney- 
General of the State. 

Early in the following year it fell to his lot to conduct a 
memorable trial, with which his name will be always most 
prominently and honorably associated. No trial in the his- 
tory of our country for many generations, if ever, has excited 
a deeper interest, or challenged a more anxious and critical 
attention, than that of Professor John W. Webster for the 
murder of Dr. George Parkman. Even to this day, the cir- 
cumstances of the crime and the proceedings to which it gave 
occasion, as contained in the detailed report prepared and 
published by our associate member, Mr. George Bemis, the 
junior counsel for the Commonwealth, have the attraction and 
fascination of some tragic drama. The responsibility and the 
labor which it threw upon the Attorney-General were of the 
most arduous character; and it is enough to say of the man- 
ner in which they were met, that when the verdict was 
obtained, and the full details of evidence and argument were 
published to the world, he had earned a reputation for ability 
and force, as well as for discretion and fairness, as a prose- 
cuting officer, which was recognized far beyond the limits of 
New England. 

Few things, if any thing, could have gratified him more 
than the following passage from an article in '' Blackwood's 
Magazine " for June of that year, on " Modern State Trials," 

— being one of a series of articles from the pen of the eminent 
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barrister, Samuel Warren,* the author of the " Diary of a 
Physician," and of '' Ten Thousand a Year" : — 

" It was our intention to have included in this paper a sketch of a 
great American trial for murder, — that of the late Professor Web- 
ster for the murder of Dr. Parkman ; a fearful occurrence ; a black 
and dismal tragedy from beginning to end; exhibiting most remarkable 
indications, as it appears to us, of the overruling Providence, which 
sometimes sees fit to allow its agency in human affairs to become visi- 
ble to us. We have, however, now concluded the present series ; but 
it is not impossible that we may take an early opportunity of giving 
some account of this extraordinary case, of which, even while we are 
writing, a report has been courteously transmitted to us from America. 
All we shall at present say on the subject is, that the reply of Mr. 
Clifford for the prosecution cannot be excelled in close and conclusive 
reasoning, conveyed in language equally elegant and forcible. Its 
effect, as a demonstration of the guilt of the accused, is fearful." 

The following letter, dated the day after the sentence had 
been pronounced, affords a striking view of his own impres- 
sions at the result : — 

"New Bedford, April 2, 1850. 

"My dear Winthrop, — The long agony is over, and I am once 
more by my own hearthstone, trying to restore the equilibrium which 
two weeks' straining of mv entire being had deranged and disturbed. 
I have never been before, and can never be again, kept up to such an 
extreme tension ; but in looking back, and sternly scrutinizing my 
whole course from the commencement of my connection with the case 
to its close, I cannot find any cause of self-reproach. God knows I 
have compassionated the poor criminal ; and my heart has bled for his 
family almost as if they were my own. 

^' Personally, I cannot help feeling this trial to have been a great 
crisis in my life. A failure in it would have been fatal ; a moderate 
degree of success would have been scarcely less unfortunate : and I fer- 
vently thank the Good Being who has guided and strengthened and 
sustained me, for the eminent success which the assurances that I have 
received from all quarters leave me not at liberty to doubt my having 
achieved. ... I am going to New York this week with my wife, and 
it is not impossible that I may run on and pass a day with you in 
Washington. 

" Yours ever, 

"J. H. Clifford." 

In the autumn of 1852, the convention of the Whig Party 
of Massachusetts nominated Attorney-General Clifford for 

* The death of Samuel Warren, Q. C, on the 29th of July, is announced 
from England, while these pages are going through the press. 
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Governor of the State. He accepted the nomination with 
reluctance ; and, though he received nearly twenty-five thou- 
sand more votes than either of the opposing candidates, 
he was not elected by the people. The plurality system had 
not yet been adopted, and the Constitution of the State at 
that time required for an election an absolute majority of all 
the votes cast by the people. On the meeting of the Legis- 
lature, however, he was chosen by the votes of the two 
branches ; and was inaugurated as Governor of Massachu- 
setts on the 14th of January, 1853. 

In his Inaugural Address he dwelt strongly on " the ten- 
dency to an excess of legislation," and gave evidence of his 
adherence to the principles of the old Whig Party, of which 
he had been the candidate, by saying : '^ It seems to me, 
therefore, that the wise moderation which avoids both the ex- 
tremes, — of a blind conservatism which clings to every thing 
that is established, because it is old, and the reckless and 
impatient radicalism which is ready to adopt every new pro- 
ject or theory, merely because it is new, — a moderation 
which consults that vital element in every well-governed 
community, the adaptation of an established system of laws 
to the usages and habits of the people, — is one of the safest 
guides in practical and beneficent legislation." " In all 
matters of civil government," he added, '' the Law is our only 
sovereign. The loyalty, which in other countries is rendered 
to the mere accident of birth, is here due to that invisible 
but omnipresent poAver which we have voluntarily enthroned 
and established, for our protection and guidance, under the 
majestic name of Law." 

Governor Clifford discharged the duties of the chief magis- 
tracy with great fidelity and dignity, and it was only for him 
to say whether he should remain in the office for a second 
year. But his interest in his profession determined him to 
decline a renomination ; and on the election of Governor 
Emory Washburn, as his successor, he was at once called on 
by him to resume his place as Attorney-Greneral of the Com- 
monwealth. He continued to hold that office, — by executive 
appointment for one year, by legislative election for another, 
and again, for a third, by the choice of the people of the State, 
— until 1858. He had thus served the Commonwealth as its 
highest law officer for a full term of seven years in all ; and 
in that capacity had certainly rendered his best public service, 
and acquired his greatest public distinction. 

In retiring finally from this position he did not abandon 
his professional labors, but was frequently to be found in the 



1877.] MEMOIR OF GOVERNOR CLIFFORD. 373 

highest courts of the Commonwealth and of the Nation, m 
the argument of important cases. During the terrible Civil 
War, which soon afterwards afflicted the country, he omitted 
no efforts in his power to sustain the cause of the Union 
according to the convictions of his own conscience. More 
than once he was summoned to Washington to hold council 
with Cabinet officers, in regard to measures in contemplation. 
At home, too, he spared neither time nor money in encourag- 
ing the soldiers who went out from his own city or county. 
In 1862 he accepted an election to the State Senate, and was 
at once chosen president of that bodj'-, in that capacity ren- 
dering conspicuous service to the Commonwealth at the most 
critical period of the War. In 1868 he was one of the elec- 
tors at large, and united in giving the vote of Massachusetts 
to President Grant. 

In the previous year, however, — 1867, — he had entered 
upon a line of life which was finally to separate him from 
further professional or political service, and to confine him 
to the routine of practical business. Assuming the charge 
of the Boston and Providence Railroad Corporation, as its 
president, he devoted himself to its affairs with all his accus- 
tomed earnestness and energy. Under his auspices the new 
and spacious Station of that railroad was erected in Boston, 
which will always be a monument of his administration ; and 
in which, within a few months of his death, he gave, as we 
shall presently see, so memorable a manifestation of the spirit 
in which that administration had been conducted. 

Meantime he had not allowed the engrossments of practical 
business to cut him off wholly from other interests and asso- 
ciations. He was a member of the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences. He was a member of our own Society, 
and occasionally took part in our proceedings. His tribute 
to his old commander-in-chief, Edward Everett, was among 
the most felicitous utterances of our Special Meeting on the 
occasion of his death. But he rendered larger services to 
Harvard University at Cambridge, of which he was for many 
years one of the Overseers, and repeatedly the President of 
that Board. He had been called on, while Governor, to per- 
form a prominent part at the inauguration of the late Rev. 
Dr. Walker, as President of the University, on the 24:th. of 
May, 1853 ; and a sufficient testimony to the impressive char- 
acter of his Address on that occasion may be found in the 
following sentence of President Walker's reply : '' I have 
listened — we all have listened — to what your Excellency 
has said, with such just and fervid eloquence, of the dignity 
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and responsibilities of the teacher ; of the need there is that 
education should be improved and extended in order to meet 
the advancing wants of the age ; and, above all, that the whole 
should be touched by Christian influences : but this only- 
makes me feel my incompetency the more." 

Governor Clifford was called on again, as the head of the 
Board of Overseers, to officiate at the induction of President 
Eliot, on the 19th of October, 1869 ; and from his Address on 
that occasion the following passages will furnish a good 
illustration of the earnest spirit in which he spoke : — 

" When its venerated founders, the Fathers of New England, in- 
scribed the simple motto ' Veritas ' upon the college seal, and when 
their immediate successors enlarged its legend by the adoption of that 
which it now bears, ' Cliristo et Ecclesiae,' as the watchword and 
token of its allegiance to the highest truth, they surely never dreamed 
— may the day never dawn when their descendants shall declare — 
that there is an ' irrepressible conflict ' between the truths of ethical 
and of physical science. Truth is one : — ' vital in every part, it 
cannot, but by annihilation, die ; ' and he is but poorly armed in its 
panoply of proof, who fears that any speculation, study, or research 
can establish a want of harmony between the revelations of God 
through the spirit he has breathed into his noblest creation, and those 
he has imparted through his imprints upon the insensate rocks. 

" Idle, too, is the boast, or the dread, that, if such a conflict is to 
come, its predestined and ignoble issue will be, that the highest and 
most precious truth man can comprehend, and which ennobles human 
life and all its acquisitions and accomplishments with their chief dignity 
and value, shall surrender to the hasty generalizations and unwarranted 
and unchastened speculations of the presumptuous sciolist, whose *mind 
has been subdued to what it works in, like the dyer's hand.' Were 
such to be the result of what is called the progress of science, as taught 
within these walls, that He is to be ignored to whose glory they were 
reared, — of what significance are these idle ceremonials, from which we 
might as well turn away, 'one to his farm, and another to his merchan- 
dise,' contenting ourselves only with the reflection, that, like the beasts 
that perish, we can ' eat and drink, for to-morrow we die ' ? 

'^ In the progress of what is complacently called the ' advanced 
thought of New England,' and it may be at no distant day, there 
doubtless will be waged a conflict of opinion of the highest import to 
the cause of truth and the welfare of the race. Whenever it comes, 
Harvard College can hold no subordinate place among the institutions 
of the country, in whose armories must be forged the weapons with 
which it will be fought. Her friends can have no misgivings as to the 
position she will occupy on such a field. Her great influence can never 
be arrayed on the side of those whose arrogant self-conceit can find no 
higher object of worship than the pretentious iniellect of man, — to- 
day, asserting its own omnipotence ; to-morrow, ' babbling of green 
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fields/ as its possessor sinks beneath the turf that covers them, to min- 
gle with his kindred clod ; — of those whose misty speculations shut 
out the life-giving rays of the ' Star of Bethlehem/ and who, with 
puny but presumptuous hand, would — 

* hang a curtain on the East, 
The daylight from the world to keep.' " 

Governor Clifford was. also, one of the original Board of 
Trustees of the great Education Fund, established by the 
munificence of George Peabod}^ for the impoverished and 
desolated States of the South ; and I can bear witness to the 
zeal and assiduity with which he attended their meetings, 
and entered into all their discussions. No one was more 
faithful to that noble Trust, and no one will be more affection- 
ately and gratefully remembered by all who were associated 
with him in its labors and responsibilities. 

But the health of our lamented friend had more than once 
during these latter years given warning that he needed re- 
laxation. Indeed, there is the best authority for saying, that 
nothing but the earnest admonitions of his physician, and his 
own consciousness of waning strength, had originally induced 
him to renounce the professional career in which he had won . 
so distinguished a reputation, and to which he was so ardently 
attached. The efforts and excitements of the court-room had 
more than once been followed by serious prostration, and he 
had reluctantly yielded to the necessity of exchanging them 
for the quieter, though hardly less arduous and responsible, 
duties of presiding over a great business corporation. But in 
the spring of 1873 he was compelled to abandon all occupa- 
tion, and fly to the salubrious airs of Florida. In the spring 
of 1875, a visit to Europe was recommended to him, and he 
sailed for Liverpool on the 24th of April of that year. It 
was his first visit to the Old World, and, though he prudently 
denied himself to the attentions and hospitalities which were 
abundantly offered to him in London, he went through the 
laborious round of sight-seeing, there and everywhere, with 
all the enthusiasm of his nature. I was in Europe myself at 
that time, and saw him more than once, and had frequent let- 
ters from him along his route. England and Scotland, France, 
Switzerland, and Northern Italy were traversed in the half- 
year's absence from home which he allowed himself. His 
family were with him, and he enjoyed every moment. As 
he approached the limit which he had assigned to his absence, 
he was compelled to abandon all thought of Rome and Na- 
ples. A letter from him, dated Florence, 1 Sept., 1875, 
speaks of the struggle it has cost him to give up seein'g the 
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Eternal City ; but adds that " he looks towards home with 
infinitely more desire than towards Rome, Pompeii, or even 
the Holy Land." 

" You were quite right," he proceeds, '' in your judgment 
of Switzerland as the true Paradise of the American traveller. 
There is nothing to be compared with it ; and, if I were to 
be restricted to one view in Europe, it would be that mag- 
nificent combination of the grandeur of the Creator's works 
with the marvellous skill and genius of man, which is ex- 
hibited in the audacious conception and wonderful execution 
of the road built by Napoleon over the Pass of the ' Simplon.' 
Waldo Emerson once told me if he were to have but one day 
in Europe, it should be spent in the Square of St. Marc, in 
Venice. To me, interesting as Venice is, makiug one feel 
all the while as if he were in a dream, the great realities of 
the Alps are a thousand-fold more impressive ; and indeed 
the whole effect of my journeyings amongst those sublime 
exhibitions of Nature, and the myriad treasures of ancient and 
modern art which I have had opened to me on every hand, 
has been to satisfy me that my tastes are better suited to the 
enjoyment of the works of Him, the great Artist and Archi- 
tect of the universe, than those of the m.ost gifted of His 
children, wonderful and beautiful as they are." 

In less than six weeks from this date he had embarked at 
Liverpool, and he reached his native shores safely about the 
middle of November following. He felt, as he said, like a 
new man, and resumed his work without the interval of a 
day. On the 17th of November he presided at the Annual 
Meeting of the Boston and Providence Railroad Corporation, 
and made a felicitous address to the assembled stockholders, 
who had come together under the discouragement of a re- 
duced dividend. Among other things, he spoke of the new 
Station-house, in which they were assembled, as having been 
pronounced by a German architect, who, after visiting the 
Centennial Exposition at Philadelphia, had come from Phila- 
delphia to Boston expressly for the purpose of inspecting 
it, " the model railway station of the world." But his re- 
marks were rendered especially memorable by his declaration, 
that he was not only entirely satisfied that the dividend had 
been rightly reduced, but that he desired, if any reduction of 
the pay-roll of the road was to be made, that his own salary 
should be reduced first, and the wages of the workmen last, 
or not at all. He struck a true chord, and kindled a respon- 
sive note all along the line. Had such an example been 
followed in other parts of the country, it is not impossible 
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that some of the deplorable outbreaks of later days might 
happily have been averted. No wonder that, when his 
funeral took place a few weeks afterwards, not a few of 
the flowers heaped upon his coffin were the offerings of the 
employes of the Road, and that one of them was heard ex- 
claiming, " I would give every dollar I have in the world for 
the Governor." 

Before Governor Clifford embarked for Europe, he had 
declined appointments as United States Minister both to 
Russia and to Turkey, which had been successively offered 
to him by the Administration at Washington. He had, how- 
ever, previously accepted an appointment as United States 
Commissioner on the Fisheries under the Arbitration Treaty 
with Great Britain, — now at last in session at Halifax, — 
and had always contemplated fulfilling that appointment. 

But his work was ended, public and private. Indeed, he 
had hardly reached his home in New Bedford, after a brief 
stay in Boston where he arrived, and was but just beginning 
to receive from his old friends and neighbors the tokens of 
welcome which had awaited him, when a disease of the heart, 
which had given mysterious indications in former years, was 
now unmistakably manifested, A very few weeks sufficed to 
bring it to a crisis ; and on the morning of the 2d of January, 
1876, his death was announced. 

Happily for him, and for all to whom he was so dear, he 
was permitted to die in his native land, under his own roof, 
surrounded by life-long friends and a devoted family. Not 
without hopes of recovery to the last, he was yet ready for 
the summons when it came ; and no murmur ever escaped his 
lips at the dispensations of the kind Providence in which he 
had always lovingly trusted. 

Cordial tributes to his career and character were paid by 
the Legislature of Massachusetts, then in session ; by the Bar 
of the Southern District ; by the various associations with 
which he was connected ; by the Overseers of the University ; 
by the railroad corporation over which he had presided ; and 
by the public journals throughout the country. His funeral 
was attended by a great concourse of his friends and fellow- 
citizens at New Bedford, on the following Thursda3\ 

Thus truly did he fulfil the idea contained in a letter 
written by him, just as I was embarking to return from Eu- 
rope, in September, 1868: '' But all our journeyings, whether 
on one side or both sides of the ocean, are only carrying us 
all to that home, which at the farthest is not distant from 
any one of us." 

48 
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Governor Clifford's life had not been altogether unclouded. 
In his earlier years he had many sorrows. Any one who 
shall visit the stately granite Monument which has just been 
placed over his remains in the New Bedford cemetery, will 
observe at its side the humbler stones which tell of the death 
of four children, — two daughters and two sons, — all cut off 
at a very early age. On the stones which mark the graves 
of the little boys, are inscribed, '' Edward Everett Clifford," 
and '' Robert Winthrop Clifford." 

I should hardly be pardoned, were I to omit from this 
cursory record of his life an extract from his touching letter 
of 29 August, 1843, informing me of the death of this latter 
child : — 

" My df:ar Friend, — Your heart I know will bleed for me when 
I announce to you that your sweet little namesake has left us for a 
better world. We have added another to the angel throng; and 
although that world is as real to me as the earth upon which I tread, 
and the blessed existence of my precious flock is as certain as my own, 
it has been an inexpressibly bitter trial to part with my only boy. I 
had indulged in high hopes for him, and he gave all the promise that 
infancy could give that his future career would justify them all. He 
was the sweetest tempered, the most equable and placid, of all my 
children ; and in his beautiful expression of countenance and his finely- 
formed head we could not but discover the germ of a rich maturity. 
With his name, too, I need not say, were associations which increased 
and strengthened the interest and hopes with which I looked forward 
to his future years. It has not infrequently occurred to me that, if I 
should be called away from him before his education for this life's 
duties had been completed, your interest in him would have given him 
the advantage of your counsel and direction ; and that, for his father's 
sake and his own, you would have so watched his progress as that he 
should bear that name through the trials and temptations of youth with 
honor. But, alas, for my desolate hearthstone, — not alas for him, — 
he has exchanged our guidance for His who will ' lead him by the 
still waters' of Paradise, and 'make him to lie down in its green pas- 
tures ' by the side of those dear ones who have already welcomed him 
to their eternal home" 

These early sorrows, however, were abundantly compen- 
sated by the blessings of his later life ; and, at his death, he 
left three sons, — all of them graduates of Harvard, — and 
two daughters, to comfort their mother, and to do honor to 
his own memory. 

I can close this brief Memoir with nothing more appropriate 
than the following passage from the tribute paid to Governor 
Clifford by a distinguished statesman of Virginia (the Hon. 
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Alexander H. H. Stuart), when his death was announced at 
the Annual Meeting of the Peabodj Trustees, at the White 
Sulphur Springs, in Virginia, last August: — 

" It requires no effort of memory, on our part, to recall his manly 
figure and noble face. They are indelibly imprinted on our minds and 
hearts. Nature had so moulded his form and features as to give the 
world assurance of his admirable character. There was a qujet dignity 
and grace in every movement, and his countenance beamed with intel- 
ligence and benignity. To a mind of great power he united a heart 
which throbbed with generous impulses, and a happy facility of expres- 
sion which gave a peculiar charm to his conversation. There was a 
frankness in his bearing and a genial urbanity about him, which at 
once commended confidence and inspired good-will. Every one who 
approached him felt attracted by a species of personal magnetism, 
which was irresistible. 

" When last autumn, in New York, I was urging that the present 
session of our Board should be held here, in the mountains of Vir- 
ginia, one of the great pleasures which I anticipated was the oppor- 
tunity which it would present of introducing Governor Clifford to 
my Virginia friends. I felt sure that they would share my favorable 
regard for him, and thus a new link of fraternity would be added to 
the chain of memories which unite Massachusetts and Virginia. But 
it has pleased an All-wise Providence to ordain that it should be 
otherwise ; and all that I can now do is, on behalf of the people of 
Virginia and of the South, to tender to Massachusetts the assurance 
of their profound sympathy in the loss which she has sustained in the 
untimely death of her distinguished son 1 " 



